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Contest Play / Group Interp Preview

     The Thornridge 25
Books Campaign has offi-
cially started and it can pay
off big for those who love
to read.  This program is
part of the School Improve-
ment Grant and is designed
to encourage students to
read books outside of the
assigned curriculum.  The
grant has provided a chance

for our students to improve
their reading skills and
possibly win some fabu-
lous prizes in the process.
     All students are encour-
aged to participate in the
25 Books Campaign.  The
program rules are as fol-
lows:  1) Books must be
ones that have not been as-
signed in a class; 2) Stu-

dents must turn in a review
sheet signed by a parent /
guardian for each book
read; and 3) Students must

“25 Books” Campaign Kicks Off at TR

With a cathardic burst of tears Falcon Speech team member Ivette Salazar hugs Head
Coach Yvonne Nesbitt after capturing 2nd place in prose reading at the I.H.S.A. Sec-
tional to earn a birth in the state finals. (Story on pg. 4)

Continued on pg. 2...

Five Falcons Earn Jefferson Award

Five Falcons earned the distinction of being named a Jefferson Award winner for their out-
standing academic record and citizenship.  The national organization honors students across
the United States every month.  Pictured are (l-r): Shaurun Overton, Sharna’ Hines, Darryl
Jordan, Jasmine Jones, & Christopher Brock.

     It’ll be a mix of tradi-
tional and eclectic when this
year’s contest play and group
interpretation hit the stage
next month.  Author August
Wilson’s “Seven Guitars”
will bow as the drama while
“Let’s Go to the Movies”
will debut as the group inter-
pretation entry.  Both pro-
ductions will open on the
road at the SouthWest Sub-
urban Conference Drama
Festival at Joliet Central
High School on Friday,
March 11th.
     “Hard work and initia-
tive,” Yvonne Nesbitt, direc-
tor of the contest play, stated
about what it’s going to take
to be successful in this year’s
competition.  “Everyone will
have to have dedication, per-
severance, and patience.
     Nesbitt knows of what
she speaks, having guided
(along with technical direc-
tor Talley) TR to the 2008
I.H.S.A. State Drama title
with their production of

“Fences.”  Thornridge is
again hosting the I.H.S.A. Sec-
tional Drama competition on
Saturday, March 19th.
     Hoping to qualify for state
is the goal for both produc-
tions and Nesbitt counts her-
self fortunate to have cast
members that are hard work-
ers and have a passion for the-
ater.  “We’re hoping to qualify
for state and that’s our main
motivation.  But we have to
practice, practice, practice, in
order to be successful.”
     “Seven Guitars” is the
sixth chapter in the continuing
theatrical saga that explores
the hope, heartbreak, and heri-
tage of the African American
experience in the twentieth
century.  Blues singer Floyd
“Schoolboy” Barton is asked
by executives of the record
label for which he’d recorded
a song a year previous – and
now radio hit – to return to
Chicago to record more songs.

Continued on pg. 3...
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Chess Team Wraps Season

Mathletes Struggle in Rebuilding Year

Brooks Earns Title of “Best in State”
     Congratulations to four
members of the Falcon
instrumental music pro-
gram for their outstanding
showing at this year’s Illi-
nois Music Educators As-
sociation State Confer-
ence held January 27-29 in
Peoria, Illinois.
     Runere Brooks, senior,
earned the prestigious
honor of being named the
best high school bass player in the state as a member of the All-State Honors Jazz
Ensemble.  Vincent Jones (drum set), junior, was named to the All-State Honors Jazz
Band while seniors Alexzandria Clemmons (alto clarinet) and Blair Anderson (con-
tra bass clarinet) were named to the All-State Honors Concert Band.  The musicians
are under the guidance of Director of Bands David Eanes.

     The TR Mathletes
wrapped up their season at
the SouthWest Suburban
Conference tournament on
January 26th with another
tough night.  The Falcons
finished in last place for the
season, never seeming to
get on track this year.  Se-
nior Nakia Greyer led the
team by earning 2nd place in
Matrix Algebra orals with
a score of 38 points.  Coach
Whitney Brogger knew this
year was going to be a re-
building year and espe-
cially tough when it came
to competing against more
experienced teams.  She 25 Books

...Continued from pg. 1

hopes that returning mem-
bers will use the competi-
tion from this year to im-
prove next year.

     The 2010-2011
Mathletes were:  Fresh-
men – Noamann
Farooqui (MVP), Capry
Greyer, & Fidel Toto;
Sophomores - Keyanna
Smith (MVP), Thomas
Johnson, Briana Lewis,
Ebony Ward, Angela
Jacinto, Cierra Ousley,
Chantal Turner, Siduri
Purnell, Chloe Turner,
Za’Keen Valentine, Jerrell
Garner, & Zonnie Collum;
Juniors - Erica Warren-
Spears (MVP), Jeannika
Jones, Keyanna Turner,
Tiffany Jefferson,
Christline Charles,
Miranda Allen, Ashley
Thurman, & Treva Grant;
Seniors - Nakia Greyer
(MVP), Jacqueline
Schmitt, Victoria Brown,
Louis Burrell, Timi
Adeboje, Antonio Daniel,
Dominick Dixon, Timothy
Vernon, Clifton Chaplin,
Julian Rice, Reginald
Smith, Austin Armstrong,
& Briana Cox-Holling.

read the entire book before
submitting a review form.
For every book a student
reads they will earn golden
tickets that are redeemable
for prizes.  Students can
earn their first golden ticket
by presenting a library care
to one of the TR Literacy
Leaders.
     The prize breakdown is
as follows:
Read five books:  You will
be entered in a raffle to win
McDonald’s gift certifi-
cates.
  Read 10 books:  You will
be entered in a raffle to win
a $25 Target gift card.
  Read 15 books:  You will
be entered in a raffle to win
a $50 Best Buy gift card.
  Read 20 books:  You will
be entered in a raffle to win
a $100 Best Buy gift card.

Mathletes’ MVPs Noamann Farooqui, Erica Warren-Spears, &
Keyanna Smith; (absent - Nakia Greyer).

     The season came to an end in Peoria for the TR Chess
team as the Falcons landed in 116th place among the 128
teams at the 2011 I.H.S.A. State Chess tournament held
Feb. 11 & 12.  TR posted wins against Marshall and Ster-
ling while dropping matches against Oswego, Bloom,
Brother Rice, Charleston, and Shepard.  Individual
records were:  Clifford Ray (4 wins – 55th pl.), Tim
Marshall (4 ½ wins – 40th pl.), and Ebony Ward (4 ½
wins – 37th pl.).  Other finishers included: Shawn Watson
(92nd), Clifton Chaplin (97th), Tyrone Newburn (104th),
Huron Wilson (106th), and Quintellis Broadnax (115th).
     TR v. Bradley (Feb. 8th)
In the final match of SWSC conference play the Falcons
were burned by the Boilermakers 7-1, with Tyrone
Newburn scoring the lone victory.  In the medal ceremony
Quintellis Broadnax earned a medal for placing 9th out
of all conference players.
     SWSC Conference Championships (Jan. 24th) 
At the SWSC Conference Championships nine Falcons
were invited to participate in this annual year-end tour-
nament.  Quintellis Broadnax won two out of three
games, finishing with an eighth place conference rating. 
Tim Marshall also won two out of three games to finish
in tenth place.  Angela Jacinto, Ebony Ward, Huron Wil-
son, Clifford Ray, Tyrone Newburn, Clifton Chaplin and
Shawn Watson each played well also, ending up with
one win each.
     TR v. Sandburg (Jan. 26th)
Against Sandburg’s “B” team the Falcons lost a one-point
heartbreaker 79-78.  Earning wins were:  Tim Marshall,
Huron Wilson, Louis Nichols and Tyrone Newburn all
scored wins for TR; Shawn Watson added a draw.
     TR v. Andrew (Jan. 25th)
The Falcons blanked the Thunderbolts’ “B” team with
wins on all eight boards.  Posting victories were:
Quintellis Broadnax, Clifford Ray, Angela Jacinto, Ebony
Ward, Huron Wilson, Tim Marshall, Shawn Watson, and
Tyrone Newburn.

  Read 25 books:  You will
be entered in a raffle to win
a $200 Apple Store gift
card.
  Read any number of
books:  You will be entered
into a second chance raffle
to win a  variety of TR gear
and prizes.
      Blank submission forms
for students are already
available from your class-
room teacher, on the
counter in the main office,
and from any TR Literacy
Leader.  If you have any
questions regarding TR’s
25 Books program, please
see any of the following
staff members:  (TR Lit-
eracy Leaders) Lisa Joseph
& Julie Stessl (Library),
Nora Nerius (B107), Jeff
Baird (D212), Leo Conry
(C209), Jennifer Wishba
(B213), Denise Redick
(C101), Wilburn Hester
(D213), and Mike
Skawinski (B109B).

“In God’s Eye”

Senior Jaron Henyard seems to be getting the hang of creating a
“God’s Eye” in Viviana Franco’s Spanish class.  In Mexico, the
central eye was made when a child was born.  Each year a bit of
yarn was added until the child turned five at which point the Ojo
was complete. In Bolivia, “God’s Eyes” were made to be placed
on an altar so that the gods could watch over the praying people
and protect them.

Untitled-1 2/16/2011, 7:44 AM2
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Contest Play & GI Set to Go

     In the time since the record-
ing of the first album, Floyd
has squandered the flat fee he
received for recording, left his

girlfriend (Vera) for another
woman, was then left by the
other woman, pawned his gui-
tar, and spent ninety days in jail
after being arrested while walk-
ing home from his mother’s fu-
neral. After a year of trials and
tribulations, Floyd is ready to
right the past year’s wrongs and
return to Chicago with a new
understanding of what’s impor-
tant in his life.  Unfortunately
his means of righting wrongs
are inherently flawed.
     The play’s recurring theme
is the African-American male’s
fight for his own humanity,
self-understanding and self-ac-
ceptance in the face of personal
and societal ills.  The rooster is
a recurring symbol of black
man throughout the play, and
provides a violent and shock-
ing foreshadowing effect when
Hedley delivers a fiery mono-
logue and ritualistically slaugh-
ters one in front of the other
characters.
     “Our biggest obstacle may
be overcoming the time con-
straints of having only a few
weeks to rehearse since we’re
still wrapping up speech sea-
son,” Nesbitt, now in her 10th

year as a speech & theater in-
structor at TR, explained.  “Our
sectional is usually the tough-
est one in the state with great
competition so it won’t be
easy.”  Last year’s TR sectional
saw four of it’s five entries into

the state finals land in the top
four in both drama and group
interpretation, validating her
words.
     This year’s cast is:  Patrick
Pierre (Hedley), Tim

Jefferson (Floyd “School-
boy” Barton), Ivette Salazar
(Vera), Destiny Thompson
(Ruby), Shantora Perkins
(Louise), Reginald Bates
(Canewell), Damien Borras
(Red Carter), Ashley
O’Lidge and D’Andre
Henderson (understudies)
     Nesbitt feels that this cast
may have some advantages
over last year’s group.  “Last
year’s play was selected be-
cause there was a limited
group of actors available
with stage experience for
contest play.  This year due
to the various projects the
Speech and Theater depart-
ment has done this year,
many of the students in the
contest play have some stage
experience. Also, August
Wilson is my favorite play-
wright and since this could be
my last contest play at
Thornridge, I decided this se-
lection would be an appropri-
ate last play.”
     Nesbitt, now in her fifth
year directing the contest play,
relates a bit of sage advice to
her cast in hopes of inspiring
their best work.  “Remember
to work hard and stay focused.
Be confident that you have a
good show.  Listen to your di-
rector and be a good cast
member by being at every re-
hearsal, being practiced for
the upcoming scenes, and

leave it all on the stage floor.
Production is a combination of
blood, sweat, tears and time on
the stage. Know that as your
director, I love you all and
have the utmost confidence in

your abilities and talent.  Make
sure you do also.”
     First-year Technical Direc-
tor Kevin LeCompte’s group
will be crewing both the drama
and group interpretation pro-
ductions.  They are:  Nicholas
Clemmons, Corey Fisher,
Dimitri Grant, Justin Moore,
Wakeela Ollie, Erricka Scott,
Brittany Spates, Brandon
Tolbert, Briana Toliver,
Chantal Turner, and Brie-
Anna Williams
     “THIS is going to be an
interesting production!”
Group interpretation director

Lee Talley emphatically
stated about debuting the
original work, “Let’s Go to
the Movies!”
     “I was searching and
searching for something
unique that was fast-paced
and had a lot of parts that the
cast could perform,” the
third-year director explained.
“I had this poster at home that
listed the top 100 movie
quotes and I thought that
could work.  I mean, every-
one loves the movies, so I
added some original material
and came up with this script.”
     Talley, who has worked in
the film and television indus-
try as a screenwriter, devel-
oped a framework that uses
introductions, best picture
winners, quotes, and specific
movie scenes written by
American screenwriters to
chronicle the history of the
movies from the 1920’s to to-
day.
     “It’s a bit eclectic because
will be using a lot of mimicry,
acting, choral, and acting,
while using material from
over 100 films,” Talley ex-
plained.  “With nine cast
members the hardest part will
be the staging, blocking, and
making sure everyone is be-

lievable when delivering their
lines because so many of the
words will be familiar to the
audience.”
     This year’s ensemble cast
is:  Timi Adeboje, Samson
Awoyemi, Markist Booker,
Louis Burrel, Porshay Lloyd,
Daphene McGrew,
Jacqueline Schmitt, Kadeem
Tra-B-Sohn, and Shayla Wil-
liams.
     “With last year’s cast of
“The Laramie Project” I had
some experienced actors,”
Talley stated, specifically
mentioning Gabrielle Dillon,

Lache Maston-Fisher, and
Jermaine Weir.  “Jackie is the
only holdover from last year
so it’s going to take a lot of
work because this is everyone
else’s first production.  And
group interp is strange animal
anyway since you have to look
out in the audience when per-
forming some part of the ma-
terial rather than looking at
another actor.”
     Like his drama counterpart
Talley knows that his cast will
be under the gun because of
the short rehearsal time and
newness of the experience.
“Let’s Go to the Movies” will
make its debut at the SWSC
Drama Festival three weeks
from today.
     “It’s going to take a lot of
hard work, concentration and
practice if they want to be suc-
cessful,” he stated.  “They
have to be serious about re-
hearsing, know their lines and
hit their marks.  But most of
all we’re going to have the
timing down because it’s such
an intricate production.  If the
cast does that then we’ll be
successful.”
     The SWSC Drama Festi-
val will be held at Joliet Cen-
tral High School on Friday,
March 11th.  “Seven Guitars”

will perform at 7:45 p.m. and
“Let’s Go to the Movies” will
hit the stage at 6 p.m.  The
next week on March 19th at the
I.H.S.A. Drama Sectional
hosted by Thornridge the
drama will perform at 10:30
a.m. and the group interp at 2
p.m.  Admission is free at both
events so come out and sup-
port the Falcons!
     *Note:  These two produc-
tions may be the last in the
history of Thornridge High
School.  Don’t miss out on
what promises to be a great
day of theater and fun!

Cast of “Let’s Go to the Movies!”

Cast of “Seven Guitars”

...Continued from pg. 1
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Bagpipe Scores Most Honors at SWSC

98 Falcons Earn “Who’s Who”

Speechies Salazar, Pierre &
Atkinson Head to State

     It was a good day for the staff of Bagpipe newspaper at the SouthWest Suburban
Newspaper Conference as the publication picked up three awards, the most of any school
in the conference.  The event was held Friday, February 4th at Lincoln-Way West High
School and had over 120 students in attendance from 16 schools.
     “I’m very proud that the newspaper did so well this year,” Lee Talley, Bagpipe advi-
sor, stated.  “Except for one person we have an entirely new staff this year so learning
how to write for the newspaper has been an arduous process.  I’m glad that we have
been able to maintain our high standard, especially with this being my last year.”
     The Bagpipe captured first place in sportswriting for staffer Whitney Johnson’s pro-
file of Boys Varsity Basketball Coach Scott Alderson.  TR also took home second place
for layout and design, and photography.
     The honors were as follows:  Newswriting:  1st – Lincoln-Way West; 2nd – Thornton;
Editorial Writing:  1st – Andrew; 2nd – Joliet West; Layout & Design:  1st – H-F; 2nd –
TR; Feature Writing:  1st – Sandburg; 2nd – H-F; Sports Writing:  1st – TR (Whitney
Johnson); 2nd Sandburg; Photography:  1st – Joliet West; 2nd – TR.
     The Bagpipe staff are:  Jazzica Norfleet, Briana Jackson, Whitney Johnson, Shanise
Thornton, Tressa Winton, Mellody Strahan, Pierre Bradley, and Chantal Turner.

     Congratulations to 98 Falcons who have been nominated for inclusion in the 2010-
2011 edition of “Who’s Who Among All-American Scholars.”  Sponsored by the United
States Achievement Academy, students are selected based on scholarship, leadership,
public service, and involvement in extra curricular activities and athletics.  Nominees
are eligible for scholarships up to $4,000 towards their college education.  Director of
Student Activities Lee R. Talley nominated students for the award.
     Seniors:  Antonio Daniel, Markist Booker, Nashawnda Foster, Jacqueline Schmitt,
Sharna’ Hines, Reginald Smith, Timothy Vernon, Melissa Boyer, Reginald Bates,
Alexzandria Clemmons, Shantora Perkins, Kandyce Wesley, Barakat Shasi, Michael
Allen, Gregory Sorrell, MaKaella Smith, Jason Jones, Victoria Brown, Bethany Phifer,
Diamond McCray, Cetavia Crump, Adeyinka Ogunsanya, Jonathan Williams, Quiana
Warden, Dimitri Johnson, Steven Byers, Kadeem Tra-B-Sohn, Thelandria Rufus, Nicholas
Clemmons, Ariyana Bell, Samia Ward, Kerbi Bowman, Faye Patton, Trevor Steward,
Dominick Dixon, Mi’kial McCall, and Gary Ford.
     Juniors:  Tiffany Jefferson, Vincent Jones, Jasmine Witherspoon, Jeannika Jones,
Elaine Russell, Wakeelah Ollie, Diana Salazar, Ariel McClinic, Victoria Weston, Demola
Adeoshun, Marcell Wade, Courtney Chavers, Ashley Gratton, DeMarco Edwards, Juvenal
Estrada, Chrisline Charles, Misha Bennett, Keyanna Turner, BevLisa Baker, Tiffahnee
Ivery, Kevin Shivers, Starlen Hawkins, Jartice Booker, Ivette Salazar, Olevia Fuller,
K’Jia Bozeman, Amber Fenn, Diamond Webster, Ashonta Atkinson, Antonio Crosby,
Telicia Shelton, Megan Wright, and Felisa Ogunyemi.
     Sophomores:  John Anderson, Amanda Watt, Cierra Ousley, Veronica Walker, Kortne
Muhammad, Xavier McMillan, Letrice Johnson, Lauren Pinder, Siduri Purnell, Keyanna
Smith, Deonna Williams, Nichelle Harvey, Austin Berryhill, Michelle Edwards, Angela
Jacinto, Tikia Shorter, Yewande Awoyemi, Sharise Gainey, Tim Anderson, Cortez Banks,
Kishandra Stiff, Michelle Ellis, Michael Parchman, Tequila Jordan, Andrea Magee,
Brittany Stokes, Terry Washington, and Kimberly Willard.

       It what many consider to be the toughest sectional
in the state the TR Speech team managed to qualify
two events for the I.H.S.A. State Speech tournament
in Peoria, Illinois on February 18 & 19.  Patrick Pierre
& Ashonta Atkinson were crowned sectional tourna-
ment champions while Ivette Salazar came in a close
second to Thornwood’s Johari Mackey in prose read-
ing.  The I.H.S.A. Sectional was held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12th at Reavis High School.
     It’s been a long, arduous journey for the TR Speech
team this season but the Falcons seem to peaking at
the right time. Led by first place finishes by Ivette
Salazar (prose reading) and Patrick Pierre & Ashonta
Atkinson (humorous duet acting), the team qualified
eight events for the sectional while capturing third place
at the I.H.S.A. Speech Regional at Eisenhower High
School on Saturday, February 5th.
     The Falcons placed third among the 11 teams com-
peting at the regional as they put together their best
regional showing in years.  Regional results were:
Ivette Salazar – 1st place (prose reading); Patrick Pierre
& Ashonta Atkinson – 1st place (humorous duet act-
ing); Timothy Jefferson & Destiny Thompson – 2nd

place (dramatic duet acting); Timothy Jefferson – 3rd

place (dramatic interpretation); Demola Adeoshun –
3rd place (extemporaneous speaking); Demola
Adeoshun – 3rd place (impromptu speaking); Markist
Booker – 3rd place (original oration); and Samson
Awoyemi – 4th place (original comedy).
     Also competing for the Falcons were: Humorous
Interpretation:  Porshay Lloyd (humorous interpreta-
tion); Louis Burrel (oratorical declamation); Patrick
Pierre (poetry reading), Ashonta Atkinson (special
occasion speaking), and Kadeem Tra-B-Sohn (radio
speaking and informative speaking).
     Other schools competing at the regional were:
Teams:  Eisenhower, Reavis, T.F. North, Marist, Oak
Lawn, Richards, Rich Central, Shepard, and River-
side-Brookfield
     Season Recap:
District 218 “Fling” Tournament (Jan. 29th)
     The Falcons finished in 11th out of 18 teams while
scoring finalists in four events.  Taking home honors
were:  Markist Booker – 2nd pl. (oratorical declama-
tion); Ivette Salazar – 4th pl. (poetry reading); Patrick
Pierre & Ashonta Atkinson – 5th pl. (humorous duet
acting); Demola Adeoshun - 6th pl. (extemporaneous
speaking).
Willowbrook Tournament (Jan. 22nd)
     With their best showing of the season the Falcons
saw finalists in 11 events while finishing 10th among
the 22 teams at the competition.  TR captured six first
place medals, three second-place, one third and one
fourth place medals.  Individual honors went to:  Tim
Jefferson & Destiny Thompson – 1st pl. (dramatic duet
acting); Tim Jefferson – 1st pl. (dramatic interpreta-
tion); Ashonta Atkinson & Patrick Pierre – 1st pl. (hu-
morous duet acting); Patrick Pierre – 1st pl. (original
prose / poetry); Patrick Pierre – 1st pl. (poetry read-
ing); Kadeem Tra-B-Sohn – 1st pl. (radio speaking);
Ivette Salazar – 2nd pl. (prose reading); Louis Burrel –
2nd pl. (oratorical declamation); Demola Adeoshun –
2nd pl. (extemporaneous speaking); Markist Booker –
3rd pl. (original oration); and Timi Adeboje – 4th pl.
(original oration).

Continued on pg. 5...
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...Continued from pg. 4

Marian Catholic Tournament (Jan. 15th)
     At the always tough Marian Catholic tournament the
Falcons found themselves in the middle, capturing 8th place
out of 17 teams.  Individual medalists were:  Ivette Salazar
– 4th pl. (prose reading); Kadeem Tra-B-Sohn – 5th pl. (ra-
dio speaking); Demola Adeoshun – 6th pl. (extemporane-
ous speaking); Patrick Pierre & Ashonta Atkinson 6th pl.
(humorous duet acting); Demola Adeoshun – Finalist (im-
promptu speaking); and Timi Adeboje – Finalist (original
oration).

Thornwood “T-shirt” Tournament (Jan. 8th)
     Ivette Salazar was the lone Falcon to hit the stage,
named tournament champion in prose reading at the first
meet of 2011.  TR finished 10th out of 18 teams.

SWSC Varsity Tournament at Sandburg (Dec. 18th)
     With 15 teams battling at the conference tournament
the Falcons scored an 8th place finish with four squad
members grabbing medals.  Kadeem Tra-B-Sohn was
crowned tournament champion in radio speaking.  Ivette
Salazar took home 4th place in prose reading, Patrick Pierre
scored 5th place in poetry, and Demola Adeoshun nabbed
a pair of medals, 5th pl. in extemporaneous speaking and
6th pl. in impromptu speaking.

Oaklaus-Stantaburg Tournament (Dec. 11th)
     Kadeem Tra-B-Sohn was the only medal winner for
the Falcons, scoring a 6th place finish in radio speaking.
TR came in 16th place among 29 teams that competed.

TRee Tournament at TR (Dec. 4th)
     Hosting their annual TRee tournament the Falcons
finished 10th out of 16 teams in competition.  Individual
honors went to:  Markist Booker – 5th pl. (extemporane-
ous speaking), Tameka Redmond – 6th pl. (radio speak-
ing), and Destiny Thompson – 8th pl. (dramatic interpre-
tation).

2011 PIPER YEARBOOK
“Sketching the Moment”

     When it comes your high school experience you’ll walk out the doors with
tons of memories.  Like most people as you get older you’ll want to look back at
all the fun times, special moments and great friends you made while in high
school.  The 2011 Piper Yearbook will give you all that and more!
     This year’s publication will capture all the action from the opening of school
to the day the Class of 2011 strolls across the stage and out the doors of the
‘ridge.  With the theme, “Sketching the Moment,” the Piper is 160-pages filled
with over 3,000 exciting color photos and tons of information that documents
the year.  How good are the TR yearbooks?  The Piper yearbook has been cited
for its excellence and has won honors from the Illinois Press Association as one
of the top ten high school yearbooks in the State of Illinois out of the last nine
years.  The 2011 Piper received this honor again this year!
     Best of all, the 2011 Piper Yearbook is currently on sale for $40.00.  What a
bargain!!!
     Still interested?  Great!  All you have to do is complete the information
requested below and return it with the $40.00 payment (cash or check – made
payable to Thornridge High School – include your telephone number and a
drivers license number on the check).  Please make sure you put the form and
payment in a sealed envelope with your name, I.D. number, and “Piper year-
book” on the front of it.  Return the envelope to Mr. Talley in room A201 (2nd
or 6th periods) or B221 (4th & 5th periods); Payments may also be made to Ms.
Silagyi, the cashier in the main office.  You may purchase the Piper yearbook at
any time through the rest of the school year.
     Thanks for your interest.  The 2011 Piper yearbook staff looks forward to
giving another great publication.

     Lee R. Talley,
     Piper Yearbook Advisor

————————————————————————————————
2011 PIPER YEARBOOK ORDER FORM

STUDENT NAME:  ____________________________ I.D. NUMBER:  ________

PARENT NAME:  _____________________________ 2nd Period Room #:  ______

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________

CITY:  _________________________ZIP CODE: __________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  ____________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________________________________

PAYMENT METHOD:  ______ Cash  ______ Check (#_____)

*Credit Card payments must be made in the main office to TR cashier Ms. Silagyi

__________________________________________________________________

Bagpipe
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Staff:  Pierre Bradley, Briana Jackson, Alexis
Johnson, Whitney Johnson, Jazzica Norfleet,
Mellody Strahan, Shanise Thornton, Chantal
Turner, & Tressa Winton

Advisor:  Lee R. Talley

Letters:  We invite readers to share their
thoughts with us by writing to The Bagpipe
Newspaper, Editorial Board, 15000 S. Cot-
tage Grove Avenue, Dolton, IL   60419, by
email www.bagpipe.district205.net , or via fax
to 708-271-5020.  Please include your name,
address and telephone number.  The Bagpipe
reserves the right to edit submissions and does
not guarantee publication of any material.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Editorial Staff Editorial Policy

(above) Sectional HDA Champions Ashonta Atkinson & Patrick
Pierre; (below) Ivette Salazar - 2nd pl. prose reading.
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N.H.S. Visits Holocaust Museum
     Sometimes you have to
get a close-up look at his-
tory to really appreciate the
gravity of its importance
and meaning.  That was the
case in November when 27
members of the Thornridge
High School National
Honor Society and sponsor
Kristin Burke traveled
downtown to visit the Chi-
cago Holocaust Museum. 
     The experience of get-
ting a first-hand account of
the atrocities that took
place during World War II
will forever be indelibly
etched into the minds of the
students.  The greatest im-
pression was made to see
the stark photos of the vic-
tims who never made it out
of the death camps.
     N.H.S. members took a
guided tour of the museum,
led by a family member of
one of the victims of the
Holocaust.  She was able to
give insight and share sto-
ries that really made an
impact on the students.
    “I Think the Holocaust
Museum was fun and edu-
cational,” Wakeelah Ollie,
junior, stated.  “Our tour
guide’s family and husband
were survivors.  She was
able to give us more infor-
mation on how their lives

By Jazzica Norfleet

were and what they had to
do to survive.  I’d like to
have more trips like that.”
     A majority of students
learned many different his-
torical aspects of World
War II, in particular the
feelings of sadness and
hopelessness felt by these
victims.  The prevailing
feeling was that no one
should have had to go
through what these adults
and children went through
just because of one man
(Adolf Hitler).
     The visit really made an
impression on senior Brie-
Anna Williams.  “ The Ho-
locaust Museum was very
educational because I

learned about the variety of
different races and their
struggles.  I think those
people were strong and had
the will to survive.  I was
really inspiring.”
     The Holocaust hap-
pened because German
Chancellor Adolf Hitler
targeted Jewish people as
the cause of all the world’s
problems, especially the
terrible economic condi-
tions in Germany.  He
wanted to wipe them off
the face of the earth and
after gaining control of
Germany proposed and car-
ried out “the ultimate solu-
tion.”  His government
stripped Jewish people of

their homes and belong-
ings, moved them in to
forced labor camps and ex-
terminated over six million
in “death camps.”
     “When listening and
seeing all these mini-mod-
els of how they lived and
slept, it was horrifying,”
Faye Patton, senior, related
with a bit of sadness.  “I had
so many thoughts running
through my head, so many
different emotions for
people that I didn’t even
know I could have.”
     Patton stated the best
part of the visit was having
an actual camp survivor
speak to them.  “It was a
great experience.  I will al-

ways remember what so
many people went through
just to live.”
     “I really enjoyed the
visit to the Holocaust Mu-
seum,” Alexzandria
Clemmons, N.H.S. presi-
dent, said.  “But it was also
so sad to see how cruel
people can be to others.  It
increased my knowledge
and made me more aware
of that period in history.  I
would definitely recom-
mend the museum to every-
one, especially those inter-
ested in history.”
     In all, N.H.S. members
were appreciative of the
opportunity to learn history
from those who lived it.

On Saturday, Jan. 29th TR celebrated
their 1st Annual Freshman Academy
Gym-Jam to honor students for their be-
havior.  Students were honored during
the Freshman orientation for the second
semester and given certificates in recog-
nition of Outstanding Behavior for the
first semester.  As a means to move to-
wards PBIS, the Freshman Academy
team decided that these students should
be rewarded with an activity that shows
TR is proud of them.  Many wonderful
staff volunteered their time.  The turn-
out was great and the students had a won-
derful time participating in many fun ac-
tivities.  The staff looks forward to 2nd
semester excellence in behavior Fresh-
man Academy Gym-Jam.

Gym-Jam Honors
Positive Behavior
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Arts & Communications:
     Erik Adams, Michelle Adams, Jeremy Akons, John Anderson, Tim
Anderson, Paakofi Arkorful, Brittany Ashley, Franshawn Attaway,
Marshaun Ballard, Donnisha Banks, Natasha Banks, Angel Banner-
Hubbard, Tierra Bibbs, Darryl Blair, Jasmae Blount, Jartice Booker,
Kerbi Bowman, Keanu Briggs, Runere Brooks, Kamaria Brown, Lena
Buford, Kayiah Butler, Marquita Catchings, Jonathan Cobbins, Darnice
Collier, DeQuan Croom, Antonio Crosby, Cetavia Crump, Lakieta Davis,
Cierra Davis-Dogan, Diamond Drew, Carrie Dunn, Michelle Ellis,
Carmen Emanuel, Susie Evans, Jonshanea Fort-Hudson, Nashawnda
Foster, Joselyn Franklin, Monica Freebern, Tabitha Glover, Malyke
Graham, Marquese Grimes;
     Tanessa Hall, Stacey Hampton, Jasonnae Harris, Anyce Harvey,
Nichelle Harvey, Damien Hawkins, Sharna’ Hines, Jasmine Hobson,
Ulysses Hollman, Devon Holton, Keturah Hopkins, Joshua Howard,
Alexis Isaac, Briana Jackson, Timothy Jefferson, Alexis Johnson, Evelyn
Johnson, Myshell Johnson, Rachel Johnson, Tyri Johnson, Whitney
Johnson, Armetris Jones, Jasmine Jones, Randy Jones, Rickie Jones,
Savannah Jones, Tequila Jordan, Stephanie Kelly, Anthony Kidd, Talia
Kinchen, Dominique Lee, Porshay Lloyd, Charlie Macon, Malcolm
Maholmes, Mack McColm, Julian McCoy, Terryaun McFadden, Torey
McFadden, Tramiya Mosley, Cassidy Myricks, Serenity Neal, Tre Neal,
Jazzica Norfleet, Monique Norman, Raven O’Neal, Tanisha O’Neal;
     Shaquiya Parker, Faye Patton, Patrick Pierre, Anthony Pinckney Jr.,
Suduri Purnell, Kristiana Raca, Kyerra Ratliff, Omar Redmon, Dia-
mond Reeder, Marquitta Reese, Andreanna Rice, Ryan Richardson,
Dionte Roberson, Marquis Rodgers, Thelandria Rufus, Trevonia Rufus,
Elaine Russell, Winston Samuels, Jacqueline Schmitt, Barakat Shasi,
Patrick Sheard, Kevin Shivers, Reginald Smith, Brittany Spates, Alicia
Tarver, Phillip Thompson, Briana Tolvier, Donnavia Toole, Tiarra
Tucker, Candace Tyree, Veronica Walker, Shawn Watson, Tashambree
Watson, Khamia Watts, Emony Weaver, Gladys Whitfield, Kimberly
Willard, Deonna Williams, Shayla Williams, Tiara Williams, Bianca
Woodson, and Kylisa Young.
BENT:
     Oluwatimilehin Adeboje, Chelsea Alford, Justin Alle-Dixon, Kaylen
Alphin, Gregory Anderson, Leo Arreola, Asia Ball, DeAndrea Banks,
Emanuel Barnes, Debra Beal, Andrea Bean, Yvette Bland, Khadeijah
Bradley-Bills, Quintellis Broadnax, Trey Brooks, Ashanti Browder,
Tyree Byrd, Antoinette Byrdsong, Jeremiah Caldwell, Cassandra
Castillo-Arreola, Joshua Colone, Tamika Conley, Tremayne Curry,
Antonio Daniel, Joshua Davis, Stephen Davis, Caraleathea Dixon, Tay-
lor Dobbins, Rachaun Echols, DeMarco Edwards, Cesar Estrada, Jaylen
Everett, DeMarcus Ewing;
     Tytiana Farris, Cary Fisher, Corey Fisher, Jamari Foster, Christo-
pher Gadson, Shanqiua Gardner, Richard Gaston, Brendon Geans-Em-
ery, Brian Geiger, Kiente Gieger, Raven Geiger, Blake Gilbert,
D’Artagnan Giles, Marcus Grimes, Denise Harris, Charles Henderson,
Jaron Henyard, Kevin Howard, Kusi Ivy, Arkelle Johnson, Brian
Johnson, Darian Johnson, Letrice Johnson, Ryan Johnson, Tiara Johnson,
Alexis Jones, Jason Jones, Letarius Jones, Laderek Jordan, Mycal
Kinney, Damion Laird, Diamond Lee, Armani London, Deshawn Love,
Kevin Manning, Mary Marsh, Derrick Martin Jr., Xavier McDuffie,
Milagro McGee, Rashad Moore, Jeremy Nance, Layla Nash-Hill, Al-
exandria Norton, Felisa Ogunyemi;
      Michael Parchman, Jamie Patton-Guise, Breanna Peake, Tevin
Phillips, Nyanaka Pleas, DeShaunn Porter, Nick Ray, Kentrell Rice,
Raynard Robinson, Demetrius Rogers, Diana Salazar, Christian Seals,
Tyrone Sherron, Julian Shield, Delores Shipp, Imoni Simpkins, Ken-
neth Slaughter Jr., Avery Smith, Markis Smith, Gregory Sorrell, Gabrielle
Spivey, Duquan Stillwell, Brittany Stokes, Breanna Terry, Shaquille
Thomas, Terrence Thomas, Resa Troy, Naudia Triplett, Leslie Walker,
Darin Watkins, Davonte Watkins, Clayton Welch, Brian Wheeler, Do-
minique White, Jonathan Williams, Keyatta Williams, Solomon Will-

The Thornridge High School administration would like to acknowledge the following students who have not received any log entries for disci-
plinary reasons (tardies, unexcused absences, anecdotal, etc.) for the first semester of the 2010-2011 school year.

iams, Xavier Wilson, Brandon Winfrey, and Jasmine Witherspoon.
Health & Human Services:
     Nicholas Abernathy, Abiola Akinola, Daneekah Allen, Michael
Allen, Nicholas Allen, Brittany Anderson, Jasmyn Anderson, Ranita
Anderson, Deja Anderson-Ross, Austin Armstrong, Geray Bagby,
Darneisha Bailey, Reginald Bates Jr., Arianna Beckles, Misha Bennett,
Ashlee Benson, Aaliyah Blanchard, Candice Blanchard, Melissa Boyer,
Ashley Brown, Connie Brown, DeAndrea Brown, Victoria Brown,
Chiquita Bruce Bryant Bruce Jr., Taneka Bruce, Louis Burrel, Steven
Byers, Chanel Carter, Christline Charles, Alexzandria Clemmons, Teria
Clemmons, Rickey Colyer, Calvina Creasy, Eboni Davis, KarDesia
Dickerson, Dominick Dixon, Jandolyn Dixon, Mylelia Early, Emani
Evans, Amber Fenn, Taylor Fizer, Olevia Fuller, Sharise Gainey, Navell
Garfield, Jerrell Garner, Shaira Goodson, Dimitri Grant;
     Alexia Hankerson, Ariel Harris, Starlen Hawkins, Larel Hopkins,
Leda Hopkins-Smith, Shanika Howard, Tiffahnee Ivery, Angela Jacinto,
Wadlyne Jeanty, Tiffany Jefferson, Jelisa Johnson, Nadia Johnson, Jas-
mine Jones, LaTrece Jones, Cordell Jordan, Denzel Keepers, Kyana
Knight, Chanelle Knox, Loreal Leonard, Walker Lewis, Andrea Magee,
Deedra Martin, Diamond McCray, Xavier McMillan, Carla Mercherson,
Dominique Mike, Bre’anna Moore-Gordon, Brochette Morris, Destiny
Newson, Mary Ogunbameru, Adeola Ogunsanya, Wakeelah Ollie, Cierra
Ousley, Shantora Perkins, Bethany Phifer, Kyle Phillips, NaShoya
Pittman, Veronica Pollard;
     Julian Rice, Ashley Robinson, Brandi Rogers, Janise Roland, Caitlyn
Rollins, Petralin Rose, Davion Russell, Jasmine Saunders, Joanna Saw-
yer, Eboni Smith, Keyanna Smith, MaKaella Smith, Maranda Smith,
Shameka Smith, Christina Spraggins, Abragail Spruiel, Kiera Sterling,
Trevor Steward, Brittney Stoudemire, Anthony Thomas, Brandon
Tolbert, Brittany Toney, Eureika Townsend, Jazmine Turner, Keyanna
Turner, Marcell Wade, Qiana Warden, Janae Ware, Jazzmin Warfield,
Angela Warren, Erica Warren-Spears, ReJean Watson, Diamond
Webster, Kandyce Wesley, Tia Westbrook, Charlene Whiters, Brandi
Williams, Brie-Anna Williams, Jonathan Williams, Tevin Williams,
Tracee Wise, Michael Woodard Jr., and Megan Wright.
Freshman Academy:
     Adwoa Adu, Montel Akins, Johnathan Alexander, Vanessa Aranda,
Diontae Artwell, Lindell Austin, Rayshawn Avery, Cadarrious Banks,
Marlilah Banks, Quindon Bauseman, Kyra Beaverly, Ashley Bernal,
Brendan Bolden, Jada Brown, Lydia Brown, Christina Brown-Murphy,
Alexis Butler, Andre Caffrey, Octavia Campbell, Cristian Castillo, Esther
Cherisme, Napoleon Conley, Ashley Crawley, Sandy Curry, Tiauna
Curry, Deja Davenport, Javier Estrada, LaShona Fisher, Tatyana Flo-
rence, Gajuan Frederick, Christopher French, Harold French, Savieon
Fulwiley, Shameria Fulwiley;
     Veronica Garcia, Anakaren Garza, Ramus Gillespie, Cache Green,
Latell Green, Toney Haney, Lamina Harris, Aaron Herrera, Ebony Holi-
day, Brittany Holt, Tia Hubbard, Mohogany Hunter, Jenaya Irby, Enrique
Jacinto-Correa, Alexis Jackson, Isaac Jackson, Quiashana Johnson-
White, Tavin Jordan, Breanna Ketchum, Malik Kinney, Fernando
Lechuga, Kejuana Lewis, Taylor Lewis, D’Otis Maddox, Ryan Mason,
Jada Matthews, T’Quori McGahee, Tashara McGee, Armani Merrell,
Temple Montagueo, Tyler Mosby, Julia Murden, Beverly Olutayo,
Shaurun Overton, Tiara Pargo, Alliyah Phillips, Romario Pierre-Louis,
Veronica Pollard;
     William Ray, Taylor Redeaux, Sharee Reynolds, Terra Richburg,
Kaela Riley, Bria Robertson, Eboni Robertson, Larria Russell, Shameka
Smith, Jamal Spruiell, Jelisa Spruiell, Joslyn Spruiell, Keonte,
Strickland, Marrissa Thomas, Kelvin Tolson, Jorion Tucker, Riccardo
Tucker, Venis Tyler-Ford, Vincent Weathers, Jaleel Weathersby, Kyra
White, Megan White, Porschia White, Asia-Ana Williams, DeAngela
Wilson, Jerrick Wilson, Rayven Wise, and Elisia Young.

TR Honors Students for Achieving
Outstanding Discipline & Citizenship
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“We Are the Voices
of the Dream”

(Top) A silhouetted Austin Armstrong delivers an
excerpt from Dr. King’s Nobel prize acceptance
speech; (Middle-Left)  A dream speech performed
by Destiny Thompson; (Middle-Right)  Hosts Kim-
berly Willard & Louis Burrel; (Bottom-Left) Tim
Jefferson puts a serious tone into his performance;
(Bottom-Right) “I Will..I Am...I See” brings the
crowd to its feet.
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(Top) Student Council members
Jacqueline Schmitt, Chanel Carter, and
Jazzica Norfleet reflect on what Dr.
King would think of things happening
in the world today;  (Middle-Left)  Tak-
ing turns on his solo in TR band mem-
ber Blair Anderson; (Middle-Right)
Program Coordinator Lee R. Talley gets
the festivities going; (Bottom-Left)
Speech team members Patrick Pierre
and Ivette Salazar define the Black Ex-
perience; (Bottom-Right) Thornwood
Speech team member Johari Mackey
gives an outstanding performance of
“Quilting the Black-Eyed Pea.”
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The Benefits of Reading 25 Books
By Chantal Turner

The Ways That Reading Benefits You

     25 books.  That’s the
latest program being of-
fered in District 205 and at
Thornridge High School.
America’s Choice, the new
reform model that has
partnered with the district
to increase test scores,
stresses that students
should be able to read an
additional 25 books a year.
     If you’ve check the test
scores of students in our
district (and around the
state) you’ll notice that
reading scores are far be-
low the standard for the
nation and the world.  Ac-
cording to the latest study
released by the World Edu-
cation Report (WER), the
United States ranks 32nd in
the world when it comes to
students and their reading
skills.
     Most teens don’t read
because they most likely

     Reading.  One can argue
but it is probably one of the
most important skills you’ll
ever learn in your life.
Reading is the key to every-
thing.  Without the ability to
read you might as well be
classified as a doorstop.
     Reading has so many
benefits because everything
you do in life has a certain
amount of reading involved
in it.  Reading is an active
mental process, unlike sit-
ting in front of the idiot box
(TV).  Reading makes you
use your brain in so many
different ways that you
don’t even notice.  Yes, the
brain cells are working
overtime when you’re read-
ing.  Read a book?  You’re
increasing your brainpower
by 20% minimum.
     Reading also improves
your vocabulary.  Remem-
ber in elementary school
when you learned how to
infer the meaning of one
word by reading the context
of the other words in the

spend their spare time
hanging out with their
friends, talking on the
phone, sitting at the com-
puter on the Internet, on
the couch watching televi-
sion, or playing video
games.  Others don’t read
because they claim they
have too much homework
to do.
     However, they don’t
know that reading can bet-
ter their lives.  If you de-
velop a habit of reading
you could become more
confident in being able to
comprehend and under-
stand all types of stuff.
    By reading you think
more and increase your
intelligence.  Remember
in elementary school when
you learned how to infer
the meaning of one word
by reading the context of
the other words in the sen-
tence?  You can get that
same benefit from reading
books. While reading

books, especially challeng-
ing ones, you will find
yourself exposed to many
new words you wouldn’t
be otherwise.
     Reading exercises your
mind. It begins to bend and
flex mentally to stay loose
so you can understand what
you’re reading.  If you read
at a continuous rate, your
reading “muscle” stays in
good shape.  So does your
mind.  Just like when
you’re physically exercis-
ing there has to be a deter-
mination to make reading
a part of your life.
    Another benefit of read-
ing would be having the
ability to focus.  When you
train your mind it can start
to pay more attention and
comprehend things more
thoroughly.  For example,
when you’re faced with
something difficult, you
would have the ability to
stay calm and look at the
problem.

     Reading takes also
brainpower.  It requires you
to focus on what you read-
ing for long periods of time.
Unlike text messages,
magazines, and other things
that contain little pieces of
information, books tell the
whole story.  Since you
must concentrate in order
to read, like a muscle, you
will get better at concentra-
tion.
     There is probably no
better way of learning than
through reading.  Every-
body has learned more
things by reading than any
other ways.  When we con-
tinue to read we have the
ability to expand our minds
to a great extent.  When
we’re reading, we’re re-
viewing the pages of
knowledge left by those
who came before us.  Dur-
ing that time we add what
we learned from the books
to our normal lives, and
sometimes, we even share

what we learned with our
peers.  A daily routine of
reading can positively
change the course of
peoples’ lives.
     Finally, when we de-
velop a habit of reading we
are building a solid base.
This base of reading will
allow us to achieve many
goals in our lives.  A habit
of continuous reading helps
to ensure we can continue
to succeed.  Reading has a
long track record for creat-
ing positive benefits to
people.  You can be able to
reason better with the
knowledge you gain from
reading.
     So as if you don’t al-
ready know there is no
downside to reading more.
25 books?  When you think
about it asking students to
read 25 books over the
course of the school year is
not asking a lot.  Being able
to read is the key.  Hey!  Try
it…you might like it!

By Pierre Bradley sentence?  You get the
same benefit from reading
a book.  While reading
books, especially ones that
really make you think,
you’ll find yourself seeing
many words you probably
have never seen before or
don’t know the meaning
of.
     In addition, reading
provides a glimpse into
other cultures and places
of the world you may
never have a chance to
visit.  How would you
know about the lives of
people in Mexico, China,
South America, and Africa
if you never read about it?
Reading gives you an in-
sight into the diversity of
the many different cultures
around the world, their
customs, their lifestyles,
their language, and societ-
ies.  It expands your mind
and creative vision.
     Reading also improves
concentration and focus,
especially if you read for
long periods of time.  Un-
like magazines, Internet

posts, and E-mails that are
short spurt reading, books
provide the experience of
a well-rounded source of
information.  Since you
must concentrate in order
to read, like a muscle,
you’ll get better at concen-
tration.
     Reading builds self-es-
teem.  The more you read,
the more knowledgeable
you have in your conversa-
tion arsenal.  More knowl-
edge means more confi-
dence and more self-es-
teem.  It’s like a chain re-
action.  Well-read people
are able to better carry on
conversations as well as the
source of information for
others.  And people like to
hang around with smart
people because it means
they’re smart as well.
      Studies have shown
that reading also improves
your memory.  Crossword
puzzles are an example of
a word game that helps out
Alzheimer’s patients.
Reading helps you stretch
those memory muscles and

requires you to remember
details, facts and figures,
and in literature, plot lines,
themes and characters.
     Reading improves your
discipline in making time
to read, which is something
we all know we should be
doing.  But who schedules
book reading time every
day?  Unfortunately the sad
fact is that very few of us
read on a daily basis.
That’s why by adding read-
ing to your daily schedule
will improves your disci-
pline, skills, and knowl-
edge.
     Whether it’s a great
book with lots of interest-
ing things or it’s a boring
book that you’ve had to
struggle through, you’ll al-
ways have something to
talk about when the subject
comes up among your
friends and family.
     Have you ever found
yourself in an embarrassing
situation where you didn’t
have anything to talk
about?  Did you hate your-
self for making a fool of

yourself?  Do you want a
remedy for this?  It’s
simple.  Start reading and
expand your literary and
current events horizon.
You’ll always have some-
thing to add to the conver-
sation.
     Lastly, you should try to
train yourself to pick up a
good book when you’re re-
ally bored instead of sitting
down in front of the televi-
sion or computer.  What
I’ve found by sticking to
this is that I become inter-
ested in the book’s subject
and have stopped being
bored.  Hey, if you were
bored anyway, you might as
well be reading a good
book, right?
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Reading for Enjoyment...What a Novel Idea!
By Briana Jackson

Increase in Abuse Coming in Many Different Forms

     There aren’t too many
young adults who still read
for enjoyment.  Why is
that?  What happened to
reading just for the fun it?
With so many develop-
ments in technology today
it seems as though many
young people are missing
out on the many benefits of
reading.
     More people need to
read more because it will
improve their reading level
and skills. Reading can
also help improve your vo-
cabulary.  It helps you learn
what new words mean by
using context clues.  Read-
ing can improve your con-
centration and strengthen
your discipline by staying
with one long book for a
long time.
     One of the greatest
shames is that African
Americans, in particular
males, never take the time
to ready for pleasure and/
or learn the benefits of
reading.  Simply put, they
don’t take reading seri-
ously because they don’t
see the benefit.  What’s

worse is the little known fact
that mentally challenged
Caucasian males read at a
higher reading level than
many African American
males that are not mentally
challenged.  Reading needs
to become a priority in the
African American house-
holds.  Did you know that
majority of incoming fresh-
men in District 205 are read-
ing at the level of a 5th

grader?
     Reading is fun because
it takes you too many places
that you may never get to go.
It could help you learn what
is going on around the
world, not just what is go-
ing on outside your back
door.  You could read a book

with a setting in Italy and
feel like your actually
there.  It helps you learn
how it is in different cul-
tures and countries around
the world.  Reading can
take you anywhere while
you’re still in your paja-
mas.  If you read for enjoy-
ment you will never be
bored and always have
something to talk about
with family and friends.
     Many educators say that
the reason reading levels
are at an all-time low is be-
cause young people are
lazy and don’t want to do
anything.  But maybe they
can’t read better because
they are not being properly
taught how to read.  In the

old days the focus in el-
ementary school was on
phonics.  Your parents
would sit and teach you
how to read so that when
you arrived in kindergar-
ten you had some reading
skills for the teacher to
build upon.
     Some people don’t en-
courage their children to
read because if they’re sit-
ting around reading all
day, that’s less time for
them to be running around
and staying active to main-
tain a healthy weight.  But
that’s making it hard on
your child because now
they’re going to be behind
in school.
     We have to start some-
where to help students im-
prove their reading skills.
Maybe the answer to stress
that reading can and
should be fun.  Parents
should stress the impor-
tance of reading as the key
to getting a good educa-
tion.  They need to take
their children to the library
to get library cards and
start checking out books.
Best of all who doesn’t
love being read a good

story?  Parents…this is
your job and responsibility
as a parent to ensure that
your child reads.  Don’t be
afraid to be a role model by
turning off the television
and computer, and reading
a book.  In fact, why not
make it a family night of
reading together.
     Reading will also build
your self-esteem and con-
fidence.  The more you
read the more knowledge-
able you’ll be about so
many different things.
You’ll be able to hold con-
versations about so many
topics that you’ll be the
envy of all your friends.
It’ll also make you feel bet-
ter about yourself.
     My father used to make
me sit down and read a
book at least one night a
week.  And every time I
messed up I had to read it
over again.  I hated him for
that, but now I thank him
for it as I sit in class and
listen to how the other kids
read.  Reading should not
be a last resort for people
when they are bored.  It
should be a priority.  Read-
ing equals success!

By Jazzica Norfleet

     Many people who hear
the word “abuse” usually
think of it in terms of
“physical abuse.”  That
someone is physically hit-
ting or harming another per-
son.  But in essence, there
are many other forms of
abuse.  There is domestic
abuse, drug abuse, child
abuse, self-abuse, and men-
tal abuse, just to name a few.
     Domestic abuse is de-
fined as when you are in a
relationship with a spouse or
partner and they are causing
some sort of harm to you.
Drug abuse is when a per-
son is using drugs (prescrip-
tion or non-prescription or
chemicals) that altars ones
body and/or mind. Child
abuse or mistreatment is an
act by a parent or caretaker
that results in or allows the
child to be subjected to
physical abuse, sexual as-

sault, emotional harm, ne-
glect, and even death.  Self-
abuse deals with issues of
self-esteem and/or self-im-
age, and may involve bring-
ing harm to themselves, ei-
ther mentally or physically.
Mental abuse is dealing
with emotions such as de-
pression, bullying, cruelty,
domination, and insanity.
     The U.S. Department of
Health estimates are that
more than 3.3 million chil-
dren who are exposed to
physical and/or verbal
abuse in the home (from
their parent(s)) each year.
Exposure means seeing or
hearing the actual abuse or
dealing with the aftermath
of the abuse.  In addition,
children living in house-
holds where domestic vio-
lence is occurring are at a
higher risk for sexual abuse.
Children may also be iso-
lated with typical activities

such as having friends over
to their house may be im-
possible due to the chaotic
atmosphere.  However,
school performance may
not always reflect the ter-
rible situation at home.
Children may respond by
being over-achievers, acting
out, or even abusing others.
Domestic violence can
wipe out a child’s self-con-
fidence and leave them
dealing with these issues in
solitude, never reaching out
for help.
     Genders also plays a role
when it comes to abuse.
Male teenagers use more
illegal drugs than females.
Alcohol, a legal drug re-
stricted to teenagers only by
age, proves plentiful, avail-
able and popular among
teens ages 12-17.  Drinking
reflected a higher percent-
age of usage among col-
lege-age young people.

     Abuse of common
household products by
teenagers and pre-teens
has steadily increased
since the 1980’s.  Chemi-
cal products such as paint
thinner, spray paint, sol-
vents, rubber glue, and
household cleaners have
provided easy access to a
quick high. Although dif-
ferent drugs have varied
effects, the basic pattern
usually starts some type of
addiction that only in-
creases as time goes on.
Getting and using the drug
becomes more and more
important than anything
else, including school,
friends and family.  The
physical and emotional
consequence of drug abuse
and addiction also makes
it difficult to function in
every day life.
     It is estimated that at
least two out of every ten

females and one out of ten
males are sexually abused
by age 14.  Child abuse is
more than bruises and bro-
ken bones.  While physical
abuse might be the most
visible sign, other types of
abuse, such as emotional
abuse or child neglect, also
leave deep, long lasting
scars.  Abuse is not limited
to only one or maybe two
racists.  It’s everywhere,
not just in impoverished
households.  Many families
hide their dysfunction be-
hind closed doors, with it
never being exposed until
it’s too late and something
major comes to the fore-
front.
     Many parents may not
know what they may be
doing damage to their chil-
dren.  Many parents are
simply repeating the cycle
of abuse, having been vic-

...Continued on pg. 14
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By Pierre Bradley

Who Really Benefits from the Lottery?

By Briana Jackson

Life After Death: “Uncertainty About the Great Unknown”

     Many states have
implemented lotteries
whose main purpose is to
increase income for states
to help pay for and im-
prove the schools in their
state.  For every lottery
ticket purchased, a portion
of the ticket sale is sup-
posed to go towards the
state education budget.
The rest of the money from
the ticket sale goes to-
wards paying out the jack-
pots.
     Usually hundreds,
thousands, and even tens
of thousands of lottery
tickets are sold everyday
across the United States,
especially when it comes
to the multi-state
Powerball game.  The
larger jackpots seem to
create urgency among
people to play even more.
As the prize goes up so do
ticket sales.  Unfortunately
it’s the people who most
can’t afford it that seem to
be playing the lottery.

     The greatest fear on
earth is that of the un-
known.  One of the main
things that we question is,
“Is there life after death?”
Nobody knows what will
happen after they die, and
that’s a scary thought.
There are many thoughts
and arguments over
whether or not life actually
does exist after death.
Some people believe that
when you die your body
just stays in a casket and
your soul doesn’t exist any-
more.  Others believe when
you die you either go to
heaven or hell.
     How you live your life
will determine where you
go after death.  The key to
being a good person is usu-
ally not overly sinning.  In
fact you shouldn’t sin at all.
But we all have our faults.
If you want to go to heaven
then you should go through

     Many times people
think that paying one or
two dollars for the chance
to win hundreds of thou-
sands or even millions of
dollars is a wise invest-
ment.  But realistically,
what are the odds of win-
ning a large payout?  It’s
not very good at all.
     Most people that play
the lottery play it on a regu-

lar basis and just continue
to spend money they can’t
afford to spend.  There are
“lottery addicts” who have
to play the lottery 24/7.  It’s
drugs and alcohol, gam-
bling is very similar be-
cause you’re losing money.
Addiction is an addiction.
     Those people who win
the lottery are just plain
lucky.  Some would spend

their last dollar on a lottery
ticket with just the hopes of
thinking they can still win
“the big one.”  Again it’s a
very unrealistic and un-
healthy outlook.  The worst
thing is the state entices
people to play with all sort
of advertising and the dif-
ferent games, essentially
sanctioning gambling ad-
diction.  Just because they

put a disclaimer
     The lottery doesn’t just
harm the person that’s play-
ing it.  It harms the family
of those who are playing
the game.  For some reason
people think that if they
play the lottery a certain
way they’re going to win.
It’s all by chance and luck. 
It’s crazy how many senior
citizens play the lottery.
You’d think they would be
saving their money for
more important things.
     Lastly, when lawmakers
say that the money from the
lottery is going to fund edu-
cation, that statement is re-
ally deceptive.  Whenever
they approve more money
from the lottery they slash
education funding in other
areas.  It’s a shell game that
almost all politicians never
want to talk about.
     It’s sad, but true.  The
state lottery is another gov-
ernmental game that has
been misused by all in-
volved.  The ones who lose
the most are the people of
Illinois.

your life making good de-
cisions and treating people
right.  If you treat people
well and do nice deeds, you
will most likely go to
heaven.  But if treat people
wrong your entire life and
sin a lot you are subject to
go to hell.  How long do
you stay in hell or heaven?
The story says an eternity.
Imagine an eternity of liv-
ing in hell, burning on a
stick for eternity!
     When you leave heaven
or hell you start the whole
life process over again.
You come back as someone
or something new.  You
could come back to earth
as an animal, another hu-
man or even as a plant.  If
you treat animals wrong
and do not appreciate them
you may end up as an ani-
mal.  When you die you
may come back as some-
one else.  You have the op-
portunity to be completely
different.  When you return

to the living you start fresh
with no memory of your
past life.  You can make
your life however you want
it to be.  You have a brand
new beginning.
     Who knows…maybe
when you die your soul
does stay in a casket?  Your
body will eventually turn
cold and you’re not able to
do anything.  Your body
will turn blue and bugs will
eat away at your flesh and
all you will have left is your
skeleton like you see on the
scary movies. You simply
don’t exist anymore. Your
soul may not exist any-
more. They believe that
when you die you don’t go
to heaven or hell your body
just takes up space in a cas-
ket underground.  Remem-
ber, “dust to dust, ashes to
ashes.”
     Where you go and what
you do is all in what you
believe in and how you are
in your life.  Only you have

the control over that.  Don’t
let anyone influence you
and your decisions because
you’ll be the one who has
to deal with the conse-
quences.  However whether
you believe in going to

heaven, hell, or even that
you start over as someone
new, death is a natural thing
that happens to everyone.
Yes, part of living is dying!
We just don’t know if it’s
for eternity.
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Has the Time for Capital Punishment Come & Gone?

Has Technology Made Our Generation Lazy?
By Jazzica Norfleet

By Tressa Winton

     “If the book is on the computer, why should
I read the book?”
     Students pose that question to a teacher in
schools across America each day.  “Why should
I do this?”  “Why should I that?”  Most of it is
about schoolwork or things that relate to it.
Having been brought up in the computer age
students always first turn to technology when
it comes to homework or projects.
     Technology has changed so much over the
past 20-30 years.  The most important advance-
ment has been the advent of the Internet.  It
has radically changed everyone’s lives.  And
like it or not, things are going to keep chang-
ing and probably at a quicker pace.
     While most technology has made a positive
impact on our life, some people feel that it has
taken away from the personal aspect, in par-
ticular learning social skills and dealing with
others in a civil manner.  Others still feel over-
whelmed by technology, especially older
people who are comfortable with the status quo
and not keep up with the times.
     But the question many people ask is “Has
technology made our generation lazy?”  “Are

we always looking to find the easiest way to
do things, opting for a result over learning the
“how to” process?”  “Has our generation be-
come the most physically inactive one?”
     Many of us hear our parents and grandpar-
ents relate stories about how they would always
be outside playing or doing something that
would keep them active.  “We use to be out-
side running around, jumping rope, playing
hopscotch.  Today’s generation just wants to
stay at home, watch television, play video
games, get on the computer or text.”
     Have you ever gotten so lazy you didn’t even
want to get up to get the television remote con-
trol from across the room?  Back in the day
they didn’t even have remote controls.  Your
kids were the remote control!  It was one of
many things that people used to do manually
rather than have the option of just flipping a
switch.
     Like when it comes to schoolwork.  How
many times have you heard someone in your
class saying, “Arrgghhhhh!  This is too much
homework.”  In the end it’s helping you achieve
better understanding and shows that you can
reach your goals if you set your mind to it and
work hard.  You may not realize it now, but

that’s the key.  Hard work.
     Too many times young people seem to think
that they can take the easy way out or find a
short cut.  That’s just being lazy.  You have to
learn that sometimes it’s better to take the long
way by learning things step-by-step.  Remem-
ber slow and steady wins the race.  Rushing to
do things is not the solution.
     Somebody once related that technology
didn’t cause our generation to be lazy.  Even
though there’s so much technology that has
made it easier for us, it’s the work ethic that is
now missing.  Those who accomplish things
do so because they put their mind to it.  Plain
and simple, that’s just common sense.  You
work hard and good things will happen.
     Technology may have had a part in it, but
it’s not the main reason why our generation
seems to be failing when it comes to develop-
ing a good work ethic.  The truth is that many
of us of this generation seem to feel that things
are going to be handed to you.  That the world
owes you everything.  Wrong!  You have to
work hard to get what you want.  You have to
learn that you’re going to have to earn it.  The
sooner you realize that the sooner you’ll be on
the road to success.

     Everyone wants justice.  But would you want
it to the expense of someone else’s life?
     People all over the world want to get “re-
venge” for others who have killed or caused ir-
reparable harm to their loved ones.  It’s a natural
instinct to feel that way towards these types of
people.  But what would you do if you were in
you were in their shoes?  Would you be so out-
raged that your mantra became, “Eye for an eye,
tooth for a tooth?”  Or would you reach down
deep into your spirituality to find sympathy or
compassion for this person?
     Still others subscribe to the philosophy of giv-
ing everyone a second chance and a shot at re-
demption.  Unfortunately life isn’t always fair and
some never get a chance to right a wrong.  They
have to live their entire life confined to an eight-
by-eight jail cell to contemplate the consequences
of their heinous crime.  Many in the public con-
sider this punishment to be one of luck, feeling
that they should have received the death penalty
and executed for their crime.  Yes, the debate on
the merits of capital punishment is alive and well
today.
     In 2006 the United States carried out the ex-
ecutions of 42 men and women for terrible crimes,
in particular first-degree murder.  Those who live
in the Middle Eastern countries have severe pen-
alties and even swifter justice.  Take a look at
the statistics for these countries when it comes
to administering the death penalty.  In the same
year countries with 25 or more executions were:
Iraq (29), Iran (265), Pakistan (29), and Saudi
Arabia (156). Countries with 25 executions or
less are: Afghanistan (15), Bangladesh (6), China

(13), Japan (9), North Korea (8), Singapore (2),
Somalia (3), Sudan (2), Syria (5), and Yemen (7).
The countries of Belarus, Botswana, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, and Kuwait carried out one lone ex-
ecution during the same year.  As one can see the
death penalty is alive and well in world today.
     Conversely, 86 countries no longer have the
death penalty in 2007.  The trend to abolish the
death penalty has steadily risen since 1977 when
only 16 countries did not have this form of pun-
ishment.  Yet the United States still carries out
executions with frequency, especially in the south-
ern states, in particular Texas.
     Now you would think with all of these vio-
lent crimes going on that the death penalty would
be enforced even more.  But it’s the fact that some
people feel that it shouldn’t be because of some-
thing in the Bible, “That only God should be able
to make the decision of someone’s life being tak-
ing away from them for their sins.”  But isn’t
that what’s going on with these innocent victims
of crimes being killed because they were in the
wrong place at the wrong time?  And what about
those who were unable or too helpless to defend
themselves when they were attacked and killed?
     One example is the 2007 case of Steven Hayes
who was convicted of a brutal home invasion in
New Haven, Connecticut.  During this home in-
vasion a mother and two daughters were savagely
beaten, sexually assaulted and murdered by
Hayes.
     New Haven Superior Court Judge Jon Blue
imposed the death sentence agreed upon in No-
vember by the jurors.  Hayes, age 47, was con-
victed in October in 16 of the 17 charges against
him, including murder, capital murder and kid-
napping.  Jennifer Hawke-Petit was only 48-

years-old when she was killed as a result of home
invasion, along with her young daughters Hayley,
age 17, and Michaela Petit, age 11.
     In his statement to the court Hayes said the
death penalty would be “a welcome relief” from
his years of incarceration and life of crime.  “I
am deeply sorry for what I’ve done,” he said,
“I stand before the court as Steven Hayes, con-
victed murderer, but that is not the real Steven
Hayes.”  He recognized that he “destroyed in-
nocent lives and took away a family.  I did what
I did, and live with it.  I was an out-of-control
train destined to crash. The death I wanted was
my own, not the death of others.”
     Many in the court wondered if this was an act
of real remorse and contrition, or just an act.  The
consensus was almost unanimous among those
following the story was that this was such a hei-
nous crime that it justified the death penalty.  That
this is the reason the courts must have the option
of giving criminals like Hayes the death penalty.
     Some people argue that the death penalty is
immoral.  But aren’t these criminals committing
immoral acts as well?  Unfortunately some crimi-
nal has little or no conscious.  They could care
less about the consequences of their crime, in-
cluding receiving the death penalty.
     And therein lies the problem.  Until all crimi-
nals begin to take into account the feelings of
others, heinous crimes will always be a part of
society.  Like a rabid animal, we must keep the
option of putting these sick individuals out of their
misery, out of our misery.  We need to keep soci-
ety safe for all.  After all, criminals had a choice.
Unfortunately the victims didn’t.
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High School:  “Is It Preparing Us For Life?”

Increase in Abuse

By Shanise Thornton

     The purpose of educa-
tion is to empower the in-
dividual to succeed in the
future. Success is how the
individual interprets it –
maybe monetary, maybe
respect at work.  The model
of the education system
<http://theviewspaper.net/
bigpage/education-system/
> in ancient civilizations
like Greece empowered
citizens to contribute posi-
tively to the society.
     At that time, the great-
est concerns for a state
were security and litera-
ture. Hence, military edu-
cation and philosophy
schools flourished, and the
era produced greatest ex-
amples of military strate-
gies and literature works.
However, the education
system today, especially in
India, is anachronous with
the current needs and
times, and hence does not
prepare us for the future.
      The first twenty years
of your life have almost no
similarity to the rest of your
life, and the rest of your life
can be a very long time. 

The crucial difference is
that for the first 20 years of
your life, your existence is
highly structured, more
than you ever realized. 
     Every year you move up
a grade in school.  Every
year you get a “promotion”
complete with a new job
title: Freshman, Sopho-
more, Junior, or Senior. 
You get a new set of classes
with new teachers with a
new set of classmates.  You
get to choose some or all
of your classes every se-
mester.  You receive indi-
vidual grades for each
class, for each paper, and
each test. 
     You know the journey –
kindergarten, elementary
school, middle school, high
school, college, and finally
graduate school.  You know
the whole process from an
early age and there’s usu-
ally little question about
your future.  You can look
ahead five, 10, 15 years,
and know exactly where
you’ll be.  There is a pro-
found security in that kind
of knowledge.
     In school you got grades
on everything.  Gold stars,

check marks, letter grades,
numerical grades, report
cards, SAT scores.  Con-
stant, measurable feedback
on how well you were do-
ing on every little thing. 
You can develop a very
clear picture of yourself
with that much feedback. 
Good or bad, the knowl-
edge is reassuring.
     But now, there are no
grades.  You submit reports
and hear nothing back. 
You write drafts and get
minor editorial notes.  You
develop software applica-
tions and just get tasks
crosses off your “To-Do”
list.  At most, your boss
says, “Good work” in pass-
ing.
     An entire year passes in
this manner, during which
time you feel adrift, ner-
vous, and uncertain.  Hop-
ing that you’re doing well,
hoping your contributions
are noticed and that you’ll
be rewarded.  Finally, you
have a performance review
and semi-formal meeting
in which your one little
mistake is blown out of
proportion.  Unfortunately
you’re too nervous to re-
member all of your accom-
plishments.  You’re begin-
ning to realize that all those
years in school didn’t really
prepare you for all the re-
alities of “the real world”
or “the work-a-day
world.”

     In elementary through
middle school your classes
are chosen for you and the
class material is driven by
governmental guidelines,
regulations and standards.
In high school you have a
little bit of input into which
classes you take and what
extra activities you’re in-
volved in. 
     College brings a world
a freedom!  You get to
choose all of your classes,
pick your major, and
maybe even study abroad.
You can switch from eco-
nomics to veterinary sci-
ence just by filling out a
form, play sports, start
clubs, join a fraternity, or
enroll in summer and/or
winter classes.  You are
“large and in charge”
when you’re in college.
     As I said, back in school
you knew the shape of your
future: where you would
be, and when. But now,
who knows?  You can hope
for a cost-of-living raise,
you can hope for perfor-
mance bonus, you can hope
for a promotion, but the
bottom line is that you
don’t know if they will ever
happen, not for certain. 
     Sometimes at inter-
views you’re asked,
“Where do you see yourself
in five years?”  This is one
of the most ridiculous ques-
tions imaginable in our day
and age.  When you con-

sider the unpredictable na-
ture of our global economy,
and the radical impacts of
new technologies, it be-
comes more and more im-
possible to predict the fu-
ture.  Entire industries are
springing into existence
every day, and whole indus-
tries are becoming obso-
lete, albeit a bit more
slowly.
     Unless you work in the
military or the government,
there is a high likelihood
that you will work for many
different companies in
many different roles, rein-
venting your career and
your goals as often as ev-
ery five years.  Some
people find that fact
unsetting, even frightening,
while others find it excit-
ing. 
     The bottom line is you
start working as early as
20 and could still be
working at 70 or beyond. 
That’s 50 years of totally
instructed career time. 
Take a moment to con-
sider how much time that
really is?  How much time
will you spend muddling
along and trying to figure
things out for yourself?
So while you’re wonder-
ing if high school is
preparing you for life, you
have to ask yourself if
you’ve prepared yourself
for high school?  Think
about it!

...Continued from pg. 11

tims when they were
young.  Sadly many think
this is normal behavior and
that this is the way it is.
Others may be struggling
with mental health issues
or a substance abuse prob-
lem.  There are several
types of child abuse, but the
core element that ties them
together is the emotional
toll it takes on the child.
Physical abuse involves
physical harm or injury to
the child.
     Witnessing domestic
violence is terrifying to
children and emotionally
abusive.  Even if the par-
ents try and hide it from the
child the situation is still
extremely damage.  Living
with an alcoholic or addict
is extremely difficult for
children and can easily lead
to abuse and neglect.  Sub-
stance abuse also leads to
physical abuse.

     In addition, parents who
suffer from depression may
also cause anxiety disor-
ders in their children.
Teenage parents might
have unrealistic expecta-
tions about how much care
babies and small children
need.  Dealing with any
kind of abuse is difficult
and hard to deal with, or
even being able to talk pub-
licly to someone about it.
     But the smartest thing to
do if you are suffering from
abuse or the effects of
abuse is to seek out help.
Find someone to talk to and
seek medical assistance.
Go get help.  There are so
many people out there that
want to help you and who
are willing to listen. The
sooner you talk about it, the
quicker you can life your-
self out of this situation.
There are many numbers
you can call…think about
it.  Then ask yourself,
“Don’t you think you’re
worth it?”
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Pros & Cons of Being Home-Schooled
By Shanise Thornton     Wouldn’t it be fun to be able to sleep in late

and go to school when you want?  Wouldn’t it
be great to be able to stay in your pajamas and
never leave the house instead of wringing your
hands over what to wear and making sure your
homework is done?
     That’s just part of the debate that rages on
when it comes to home schooling.  More and
more parents are choosing to home school their
children rather than sending them to traditional
schools.
     There’s different reasons to being home
schooled.  It may be because the parent fears
for their child’s safety.  Sometimes it may be
because the student just isn’t comfortable
around other kids, or because others are bully-
ing them kids.  It happens
     The rate of home school learning has in-
crease at a rate of seven-to-15 percent over the
past decade.  There are about two million chil-
dren currently getting their education at home.
Proponents cite studies that claim kids do bet-
ter on standardized tests, are more readily ac-
cepted at colleges and universities, and as
adults, have a reputation for being self-directed
learners and reliable employees.
     They also claim that most home schooled
students have the choice to study and learn what
they want, when they want, and for as long as
they want.  This is not to say that all the basics
(and more!) aren’t covered.  But those basics
may be covered at age six for one child, and at
age ten for another, depending on ability, ma-
turity, and interest levels. 
     It also comes with physical freedom, after
the initial shock of leaving the school system

has passed, parents who home school say they
experience a real sense of freedom. With their
lives no longer revolving around school hours,
homework, and the school calendar, these fami-
lies plan off-season vacations, visit parks and
museums during the week, and live their lives
according to what works for them.
     There’s also emotional freedom, sadly, peer
pressure, competition, boredom, and bullies —
are all part of a typical school day.  This can be
a particular problem for girls. According to
studies, self-esteem plummets in middle-school
girls.  However, similar studies of home-
schooled girls have shown that self-esteem re-
mains intact and that these girls continue to
thrive.  Home-schooled kids can dress and act
and think the way they want, without fear of
ridicule or a need to “fit in.”
     There’s religious freedom, as many fami-
lies feel their religious and spiritual beliefs are
an important part of who they are.  Home

schooling provides the opportunity for parents
to incorporate their beliefs into their daily lives. 
This creates a stable environment during what
may be difficult times in a child’s life.
     Critics say there’s no way around it:  learn-
ing outside of a school environment can con-
sume a lot of parental time time.  Most parents
visualize that time being spent at the kitchen
table with textbooks and worksheets, but for
most families that’s not the case.  My family
has never gone that route, choosing hands-on
experiences and interesting activities as learn-
ing tools instead.
     However, planning, driving to, and partici-
pating in those activities (or waiting for them
to be over) constitute the bulk of my day.  And
that can be very draining.  There are financial
restraints, for married parents, especially when
one partner often foregoes full-time employ-
ment out of the home in order to home school.
This can be a big sacrifice for families who are
struggling to balance their budget. Surprisingly,
most home-schooling families believe that the
brief loss of income is well worth the satisfac-
tion of watching their kids grow and learn in
freedom. 
     Being around your child 24/7, there’s no
denying it — if you choose to home school you
child you’re going to be with your kids most of
the time.  If you don’t enjoy being together,
then home schooling is not for you.  While it
can sometimes be difficult, most parents who
home school their kids view their daily inter-
actions with their kids — the ups as well as the
downs — as opportunities for personal and fa-
milial growth.

     A new school year brings fresh notebooks,
sharp pencils, and for many high school stu-
dents, a new cycle of sleep deprivation.
     With classes that may start as early as 7 a.m.
and buses that sometimes pull up before sun-
rise, some 80 percent of American children in
grades sixth through 12 are falling short of sleep
recommendations during the school year, ac-
cording to research by the National Sleep Foun-
dation, a sleep advocacy group.
     Overtired students, studies suggest, struggle
with depression.  They gain weight and have
more car accidents.  Their grades suffer.  And
many turn to caffeine, with questionable results
for productivity and unknown effects on the
development of young brains.
     Now, fueled by accumulating research
showing that adolescent bodies are designed
to sleep late and that delaying school start times
– even by 30 minutes – makes a huge differ-
ence in how well teens feel and perform, an
increasing number of schools around the coun-
try are ringing morning bells later than before.
Many more are thinking about it.
     At the same time, however, there are strong
pockets of resistance from administrators and

Later School Times Lead to Less Snoring, More Studying
By Emily Sohn

parents who think that bus schedules will be-
come too complicated, that starting later will
interfere with after-school programs or that stu-
dents simply will stay up later if they know they
can sleep in a little later.
     Despite the inconveniences involved in dis-
trict-wide changes, sleep researchers empha-
size the need to view sleep, like food and exer-
cise, as a pillar of health.
     “There are all these other things we do to
ensure success for our kids, and getting them
to have adequate sleep is probably one of the
most important things you can do,” said pro-

fessor Judith Owens, a sleep researcher at
Brown University Medical School in Provi-
dence, R.I.  “Parents need to take this as seri-
ously as eating right, using seat belts and put-
ting on sunscreen.”
     In one of the most recent studies, published
last month in the Archives of Pediatric & Ado-
lescent Medicine, Owens and colleagues found
that, after a change in start time to 8:30 a.m.
from 8 a.m., students at a small, private New
England high school reported fewer depressed
feelings, better moods and less sleepiness dur-
ing the day.
     Class attendance improved.  Teacher-re-
ported first-class absence and tardiness rates
dropped by 45 percent.  Fewer students visited
the health center.
     Whatever it takes, teenagers need to get
enough sleep, said Mary Carskadon, director
of sleep research at the E.P. Bradley Hospital
at Brown’s medical school.
     “The brain is probably going through as
rapid development during the adolescent years
at it does during the first year of life,” Clarkson
says.  For children, she added, “sleep is brain
food.”
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By Whitney Johnson

By Pierre Bradley

Should Teenagers Be Tried As Adults?

     No matter if the
economy is booming or
struggling finding a good
job is a necessity for every-
one.  With an unemploy-
ment rate hovering at nine
percent more and more
people are finding it harder
and harder to land a job
with a “living wage.”  It
seems that those who’ve
lost their jobs are choosing
the option of going back to
college to retrain and retool
their skills in hope of find-
ing a job.
     It’s been a long held
truth that having a good
education increases ones
chances of landing a good
job.  We’ve heard it over
and over again from our
parents, our teachers, our
families, and those who’ve
interviewed for jobs, from
employers.  Getting a col-
lege education will open a
gateway to different oppor-

Why Going to College is Important

     Should teenagers be
tried as adults?  The opin-
ions vary across the nation
and the world.  Some
people argue that teenagers
don’t know what they are
doing when they commit a
crime.  That they are still
too young to comprehend
between what is right and
wrong.
     I totally disagree.  I
think young people are old
enough to know that com-
mitting a crime is wrong.
We know that if you do
something wrong there will
be a consequence and that
you’ll be punished.  Any-
one who says teenagers
can’t tell right from wrong
is either too old to remem-
ber what being a teenager
is like or they are a teen-
ager who has committed a
crime and don’t want to be
tried as an adult.
     In either case, these
people are wrong.  All teen-
agers know that killing is
wrong.  Yet some choose to
make the wrong choice.

tunities and hopefully lead
you to finding the job of
your dreams.
     If you talk to someone
over the age of 60 you
might hear how their edu-
cation consisted of gradu-
ating from “the school of
hard knocks.”  But life ex-
periences will only take
you so far in the workplace,
especially in today’s tech-
nology-driven businesses.
The days of finding a low-
skill, livable wage job
(such as a factory job) are
over.  You need to have
some marketable skills to
find a good job.
     College is one of the
best investments you can
make in yourself.  Sure col-
lege costs are spiraling up
and up, but you can’t look
at the “sticker price” and
let it dissuade you from
going.  No matter what the
cost you should look at go-
ing to college as an invest-
ment in you.  You have to

look at it in the long-term,
not in the moment.  What’s
the old saying, “If there’s a
will there’s a way.”
     Having a college educa-
tion is something that no
one will ever be able to take
away from you.  Even if
you were to take a risk and
follow your dreams after
college you’ll always have
that degree to fall back on.
It also tells prospective
employers that you able to
finish something.  College
also presents you with the
opportunity to meet new
people and develop life-
long relationships with
people you otherwise
would not meet.
     One of most important
aspects of college is that it
allows you to experiment
with so many choices
among careers.  If you
don’t like what you’re ma-
joring or it turns out to be
different that what you ex-
pected, you just go down to

the registrar and change
your major.  Sure it might
cause you to stay in college
a bit longer, but again you
have to look at it as an in-
vestment in yourself.  Be-
sides, many people take
longer than four years to
finish their degree.
     College also helps a stu-
dent become an expert in
their career field while
learning about something
you love and enjoy.  While
learning you can meet new
people who share the same
career interest, building
contacts can become very
useful in the future when
looking for a job.
     Going to college is in-
vesting in your own future.
When you do attend col-
lege you are giving yourself
the best possible chance to
succeed.  College is a com-
modity that will only in-
crease in value and open
doors in the future.
FYI…Having a college de-

gree automatically elimi-
nates 50% of the competi-
tion when vying for the
same job.
     In case you haven’t
done the research college
graduates earn more money
then high school graduates,
nearly doubling their in-
come.  Those with masters
and doctorate degrees in-
crease those figures by
$20,000 for each degree
you earn.  And even if you
don’t complete your full
four years of college at
least you’ve gained some
knowledge.
     Lastly, a college degree
is becoming more of a ne-
cessity in today’s world.
With so much uncertainty
in the world economy hav-
ing an education is impera-
tive. So having the right
tools and knowledge will
give you an advantage for
the best paying jobs. A col-
lege degree – don’t leave
home without it.

They reach for a gun or a
knife in response to some
dumb thing that happened
to them, thinking that
they’ll be able to get away
with injuring or killing
someone.  And if they get
caught they’ll receive a
lighter sentence because of
their age.
     Even if a teenager didn’t
know it was wrong, it
doesn’t make it right.  They
should still be punished.  If
they aren’t caught they’ll
they think their life of
crime is validated and the
way to go, committing
crime after crime, usually
increasing in seriousness
and methods.
     Teenagers today seem to
have no fear of the police
or the courts.  They don’t
think they’ll ever be caught
because “they are smarter
than everyone else.”  That
probably comes from
watching too much televi-
sion or seeing too many
films that use violence as
an acceptable form of en-
tertainment.  Sadly many

teenagers can’t distinguish
between reality and fan-
tasy.
     We have to get tougher
on crime, especially when
it comes to teenagers com-
mitting serious crime.
Some politicians and law
enforcement officials feel
that the age to try young
people as adults should be
lowered to 14-years-old
(it’s currently 16-years-old)
because they are more so-
phisticated than young
people in the past.  Teen-
agers today are savvier be-
cause of all the technology
and exposure to adult ma-
terial.  In short, they are
growing up faster than pre-
vious generations.
    Will lowering the age to
prosecute teenagers deter
crime?  No one really
knows.  If we want to cut
down on teen crime, we
have to have tougher laws.
Recently the Illinois state
legislature passed a bill that
would eliminate the death
penalty.  But so far Gover-
nor Patrick Quinn has not

made up his mind to sign it
into law.  Most law en-
forcement officials and
some politicians don’t want
to lose this option when it
comes to criminals who
commit the most heinous
of crimes.
     Statistics from the Illi-
nois State Police Crime
Bureau state that as of 2009
there are more than
600,000 juveniles from the
ages 10-to-17 that were ar-
rested in the past ten years.
You mean to say that these
young people didn’t know
what they were doing?
That they didn’t know they
were committing a crime?
That if they were caught
there would be conse-
quences?
     Trying these young
people as adults would cer-
tainly make this world a
better place.  Maybe the
earlier the intervention will
stop them from committing
more serious crimes in the
future.  We won’t know
until we try it.
  When young criminals are

tried as adults they will
start thinking about the
consequences before they
do a crime, and hopefully
stop them from doing it
again.  Most of time when
a person under the age of
18 is caught doing a crime
they are usually sent to the
police station.  Their par-
ents are called, bond is
posted, and they have to
show up in court.  They are
usually given some sort of
supervision and/or commu-
nity service.  The young
offender usually scoffs at
this, especially when they
are back out on the streets
among their peers.  They
don’t take it seriously and
therein lies the problem.
We need to get tougher.
     I really just want to
stress to people, especially
teens of TR, please be more
careful, and think before
you do something that will
find you sitting in cell be-
hind bars awaiting trial.  As
the old saying goes, “Don’t
do the crime if you can’t do
the time!”  Think about it.
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By Jazzica Norfleet

The Institution of Marriage:  Then & Now

A Battle of “English” Wits

     In the past relationships
use to mean so much to
people, especially the insti-
tution of marriage.  But
nowadays, younger genera-
tions have turned the word
“commitment” into some-
thing with a totally differ-
ent meaning.  The lack of
commitment within a rela-
tionship has become more
commonplace than in the
past.
     Take a good look at your
grandparents, aunts and
uncles, and even your par-
ents.  Back in the day a man
and a woman used to stay
together through thick and
thin.  Even if things weren’t
the greatest or if the love
had waned over the years,
they stayed together be-
cause of the perceived
stigma of divorce or failing
at marriage.
     Starting in the late-
1950’s, dramatically in-
creasing in the 1960’s, and
continuing to rise to today,
the divorce rate in America
has now edged over 50%.
That’s right, over half the
marriages in our country
fail.  That’s an astounding
and alarming statistic.
     According to a recent
University of Virginia
study, those who got di-
vorced stated that they
knew their marriage was
not going to work out after
about two years of mar-
riage.  In addition, those
who got divorced were to-
gether for an average of
about five years.  So much
for, “Until death do us
part.”
     One has to consider
many factors for the trou-
bling divorce rate. Getting
married too early, lack of
commitment, infidelity,
economics, and spousal
abuse rank among the most
common reasons cited for
divorce.
     It seems that tying the
knot has less value then it
did about twenty years ago.
One wonders if people re-
ally believe the vows they
recite when they are stand-
ing at the aisle staring lov-
ingly into each other’s eyes.

What is the point of recit-
ing vows and you don’t
stick to them? 
     Researchers stated that
as the years have passed
more people seem to lack
the commitment to stay in
a marriage and work
through the hard times that
happen.  They don’t seem
to realize the gravity of
what being married really
means.  It parallels young
people’s lack of commit-
ment and unwillingness to
work hard at most things
today.
     Another reason for the
high divorce rate that many
couple cited was that after
getting married they felt
that they really didn’t know
the other person as well as
they should before taking
the plunge.  They, espe-
cially women, get caught
up in all the pomp and cir-
cumstance of getting mar-
ried, choosing to ignore
some of the warning signs
before saying “I do.”  This
is especially true in the
cases of domestic / spousal
abuse.
     Also high up on the list
is that many couples don’t
try hard enough, in particu-
lar once the honeymoon
ends and something like
having their first big fight
happens.  They have never
learned to compromise
and/or unwilling to work
out their difference.  In
short, they want to be mar-
ried, yet maintain all the
privileges of single life.

They going into it figuring
that “I can get out of it if it
doesn’t work out” and file
for divorce.  No harm, no
foul.
     The popularity of
Internet has created a rise
in spouses having affairs
and cheating on their sig-
nificant other.  Websites
like Craigslist,
AshleyMadison, and others
have made it really easy to
cheat.  It used to be okay to
“look, but not touch other
men / women.”  But today
it seems as it’s “anything
goes as long as you don’t

get caught.”
     Divorce
has become
a social
norm as
many people
go into a
m a r r i a g e
t h i n k i n g ,
“Well, if this
doesn’t work
out I’ll just
get a divorce
and try, try
again.”  Not
only is dan-
gerous and
convoluted
thinking, but
it also de-
stroys one’s

self-esteem and confidence
of all those involved.
When you marry the word
“divorce” shouldn’t even
be in your vocabulary.  It
shouldn’t even be consid-
ered a fallback option.  If
you’re thinking about mar-
riage and divorce at the
same time you really have
some major issues.
     So with 50% percent of
marriages ending in di-
vorce and the average mar-
riage lasting only five
years, one must realize that
marriage is a growth pro-
cess that’s continually on-

going.  In short, marriage
is hard work and some-
thing that you have to con-
tinually work at if you
want it to be successful.
     Many people just don’t
know what they’re getting
themselves into when it
comes to marriage.  They
only look at the glamour of
things and don’t recognize
the downside of that comes
with some marriages. 
     If you talk to anyone
who has been married to
the same person for 30 or
more years they will relate
all the hardships and
struggles, all the good and
bad times they went
through, in order to have a
successful marriage.
They’ll tell you that even
though it wasn’t easy, it
was well worth it.
     If marriage is to survive
and flourish couples must
go into a relationship be-
ing friends and build a
friendship that will be the
basis for a good marriage.
So both of you can talk
about any and everything
before you take the next
step of getting married.
Maybe then, when times
get tough, you can always
reflect on why you got
married in the first place.

“Hmmm....is that a word?”  Taking a bit of break from the usual lecture, notes, homework,
and writing a paper, students in Ericka Zackery’s Senior English class work on increasing
their vocabulary skills by battling each other in a intense game of Scrabble.
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By Pierre Bradley

“Who is Your Favorite Teacher?”

“What Are You Going to Do Over Spring Break?”
By Whitney Johnson

     Over the course of our years in school we come across good teachers, average teachers, and bad teachers.  But once in a while we get a
teacher that really makes an impression on us.  For some it can be a life-changing experience, giving us something that we will carry with us our
entire life.  Ask anybody and they will relate something about that one special teacher did, said, or took time, to make them your all-time favorite
teacher.  Who is yours?
 
Trevonia Rufus (So.):  “Mrs. Nesbitt is my favorite teacher ever.  She is such a joy to be around.  I have her this year for Theater Arts.  By me
wanting to be an actress, she is helping me with my skills a lot.  She also helped me with a lot of my personal issues I’ve had.  I love her so
much.”
Alicia Marsh (So.):  “My favorite all-time teacher is Mr. Richardson.  He’s so cool and laid back, but at the same time he still gets his job done.
We come out of his classroom educated.  Being in Mr. Richardson class you learn a lot.  I personally believe he’s a kindhearted person.”
Joselyn Franklin (So.):  “My all time favorite teacher is Mrs. Nesbitt.  She teaches Speech and Theatre Arts.  She’s my all-time favorite because
she’s a great teacher and she’s very serious about what she does.”
Khalila Stubblefield (So.):  “My favorite teacher is Ms. Davis she teaches English II.”
Alexis Isaac (So.):  “My favorite teacher is Ms. Nerrius and she teaches Sophomore Reading.”
Brittany Stokes (So.):  “Mrs Birgel is my favorite teacher because she is precise about what she teaches.  She makes math fun and enjoyable.  I
look forward to going to Geometry everyday.”
Patrick Sheard (So.):  “My sixth grade teacher Ms. Nash is my favorite teacher because she pushed me to succeed and not to give up.”
Shannyn Plummer (So.):  “My seventh grade teacher Ms. Lopez is my favorite teacher because she is very funny and keeps it real no matter
what.”
Melanie Johnson (So.):  “My favorite teacher is my third grade teacher Ms. Johnson.  She always did a great job teaching her students.”
Terrence Taylor (So.):  “My all-time favorite teacher is Mrs. Nesbitt.  She is the best to have because she’s energetic, has great teaching skills, is
funny, and makes you laugh a lot. She’s fantastic at what she does.”
Luis Garcia (So.):  “My all-time favorite teacher is Ms. Kimbrough that teaches biology.”
Carl Winton (So.):  “My favorite teacher is my second grade teacher Ms. Glad.”
Jocelyn Pridgeon (Sr.):  “My favorite teacher is Mr. Richardson from my freshman year.”
 Julius Elliot (So.):  “My all-time favorite is Ms. Donnolly my eighth grade teacher.”
 Jeannika Jones (Jr.):  “My favorite teacher was my kindergarten teacher Mrs. Troudder.”
Tressa Winton (Sr.):  “My favorite teacher was Ms. Baker, she was my kindergarten and second grade teacher.”
Elaine Russell (Jr.):  “Ms. Beale was my favorite teacher from kindergarten.”
Terrence Thomas (Jr.):  “My all-time favorite teacher was my seventh grade teacher Ms. James.”
Rasilca Thompson (Jr.):  “My third grade teacher Ms. Doll was my favorite teacher.”
Javon Kay (Sr.):  “My favorite teacher was my third grade teacher Mrs. Barsok.”

     Okay, two-thirds of the school year is over and just three more months to go.  Best of all, Spring Break is right around the corner.  Sure there’s
a lot of work to be done before we get there, but every year students can’t wait to “shake off the winter doldrums” and have some “fun in the sun”
outside.  So TR, “What are you going to do over Spring Break?”

Kenny Briggs (Sr):  “I plan to go on a road trip with my friend Sam.”
Leslie Walter (Sr):  “I hope to be going out of town to Jamaica.”
Tanessa Hall (Sr.):  “I plan to go on a cruise to the Bahamas or just work on my plans for college.”
Angelique Graham (Sr.):  “My break will consist of enjoying the weather and going downtown.”
Tatiana Strader (Sr.):  “I plan on going to California and spending time with my family.”
 Jasmine Nathan (Sr.):  “I hope to get my Prom stuff together and find a car.”
Jasmine Jones (Sr.):  “I am going to Florida with my boyfriend to enjoy the weather.”
Andre Rogers (Sr.):  “I am going to Atlanta for break and chill with my cousins.”
Moses Gore (Sr.):  “I plan to go to Kansas and visit my future college.”
Chante Turner (Fr.):  “I just want to hang out with my friends.”
Ariel Harris (Sr.):  “My plans for break are to relax and hang out with my friends.”
Jacolby Owens (Sr.):  “I plan on preparing and getting ready for college football.”
Marquis Rodgers (Sr.):  “I plan to try to get my license and celebrate my birthday.”
Ala Rahman (Sr.):  “I plan to sleep in late and hang out with my cousin.”
Brandi Stole (Sr.):  “I plan to meet back up with my recruiter from the Marine Corps.”
Rashaud Ross (Sr.):  “I plan to go to the HBCU tour.”
Laci Robinson (Sr.):  “I will be going to Atlanta to visit my college and just to party.”
D’ Andre Robinson (Sr.):  “My plans include having fun with my friends and family everyday.”
Kila Johnson (Fr.):  “I plan to go to Mississippi and visit my aunt.”
Keianna Chambers (Jr.):  “I plan to have fun and chill with my best friends.”
Monique Murphy (Jr.):  “I plan to sleep in late and go shopping with my friends.”
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What is Your Favorite Film of All Time?

By Tressa Winton

     To fans of the movies nothing is more exciting than when the lights dim and images hit the silver screen.  They say that over the course of
a person’s life that they’ll watch almost 5,000 movies.  Think about how hard it would be to choose your favorite.  So what is your favorite
film of all time?

 Danny Wafford (Staff):  “Cooley High” captured what high school life was all about. Having fun and being involved in activities and things that
happen every day that makes you grow.”
Carol Friedl (Staff):  “Dirty Dancing” has love, dancing, fighting, drama and suspense all in this one movie.  That’s what makes it good.”
Bridgette Wright (Sr.):  “Friday” because it’s funny and it’s a movie that brings my family together.”
Lisa Joseph (Staff):  “It’s a Wonderful Life” because of the end of the movie.  It shows that the good guy always prevails.”
Charlotte White (Staff):  “Coach Carter” is a movie that’s able to teach the players that life wasn’t just about basketball.  It was about school and
being responsible.  He also taught them discipline.”
Brandi Steele (Sr.):  “Love & Basketball” because it’s interesting and reminds me of my relationship with my boyfriend Damien.  It’s also very
romantic.”
Dontrell Coleman (Jr.):  “Friday” because it’s hilarious and has a nice plot.”
Melissa Blanco (Jr.):  “Love & Basketball” is my favorite movie because “I LOVE BASKETBALL” and it’s very romantic.”
Britini Scroggins (Sr.): “Enough” because in the movie the main character learns self-defense and stands up for herself.”
Donnavia Toole (Sr.):  “Superbad” because they were hilarious through the whole movie.”
Kristin Burke (Staff):  “A League of Their Own” because I played softball since I was a kid and it’s about women playing ball.”
Delvon’te Russell (Sr.):  “My favorite of all time is “Friday.”  This is my favorite movie because it’s really funny and I can relate to it.  Plus one
of my cousins looks like Big Worm.”
Malcolm Maholmes (Sr.):  “My favorite movie is “Inception” because I’m going to major in psychology in college.  It’s only right that my
favorite movie deals with the mind.  Plus Kung Fu Panda isn’t the manliest answer.
Breanna Terry (Jr.):  “Miss March” was the most hilarious movie I’ve seen so far!
Jeannika Jones (Jr.):  “Beauty & the Beast” because I’m still a kid at heart; plus that the best movie ever! I still cry at the end. (LOL)
Rasika Thompson (Jr.):  “Trois 2 – Pandora’s Box” is interesting and it makes me wake up.  You have to watch the whole movie to understand
and get the message.”
Terrence Thomas (Jr.):  “How High” was extremely funny and it educated you at the same time.”
Lee R. Talley (Staff):  “I would say it’s a tie between “Taxi Driver” and “Fandango.”  The former was such a great social commentary on the
frustrations of the 1970’s and the latter really catches the essence of what it’s like to go through college and what happens when it all comes to
an end.”

     What are your hopes and dreams?  Will you realize them?  What will you make of your life?  Most of us, when we are young, have a dream
that we will be successful and will accomplish great things, that we’ll have a career, a family, and wealth.  But if you ask those who’ve made it
what it takes to reach your dreams they’ll tell you that it’s hard work.  So TR students, where do you see yourself in 10 years?

Franshawn Attaway (Jr.):  “Doing music for people or doing media.”
Shelbi Peterson (Sr.):   “Teaching High school English, married with at least two children, living in a house, driving a Toyota Camry, very stable
financially and happily content with life.”
Patrick Sheard (So.): “In 10 years I see myself either being a famous writer or being an actor.”
Alexis Johnson (Jr.):   “In 10 years I can see myself working in the fashion industry with the top designers making big money, and maybe acting
also.”
Dejeanette Brock (Sr.):  “In 10 years I see myself known as one of the best chefs around the world.”
Marquitta Reese (Jr.):  “I see myself having a career in nursing.”
Ashley Crawley (Fr.):  “In the future I see myself being a fashion designer.”
Airrel Clemons (So.):  “I will be neo-natal nurse.”
Tamika Conley (Jr.):  “I am hoping to become a psychologist.”
Nichelle Harvey (So.):  “I will graduate from college and have a career as a C.N.A.”
Oprah Henry (So.):  “I see myself in college.”
Keba Jackson (Jr.):  “I see myself as a forensic investigative agent in 10 years.”
Alexus sterling (So.):  “I see myself being involved in healthcare industry.”
Kenyatta Williams (So.):  “I want to own my own hair shop in 10 years.”
Louis Burrel (Sr):   “I can see myself working at a hospital as a pharmacist and making good money.  I can also see myself owning a house and
supporting a family (possibly).”
Debra Beal (So.):  “I can see myself being a computer web designer.

By Briana Jackson

“Where Do You See Yourself in 10 Years?”
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Horoscopes
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Aries:  You have plenty of love to give but nowhere to
give it.  Try to relax and let others come to you.  You also
find that you don’t have a lot of energy so it might be
best to take a day or two off to clear your mind and body.

Taurus:  You avoid complicated conflict and benefit from
the time spent on household matters.  Focus on your
schoolwork and plan for the future.  Don’t put off things
until the last minute because it will come back to haunt
you.

Gemini:  Connect with friends sometime in the next
month.  Schedule something to do with them, but make
sure it’s in an environment that you’ll feel comfortable
in.  A family member will need your help.  You’ll solve
their problem and it is good for the spirit.

Cancer:  You really want to get moving with an impor-
tant project, like a major project or paper.  Others will be
more willing to help you complete things, but act fast as
their lives will also fill up with their own schedule.

Leo:  You awaken from a dream feeling like you’re in
exactly the right place.  Check your appearance in the
mirror as you walk out the door.  You’re ready for any-
thing.  Loosen the purse strings and splurge abit on your-
self.  You deserve it.

Virgo:  Everyone’s on the same page with what they want.
How to get it?  Maybe there’s not as much agreement
there.  Look for the underlying desire.  A romantic inter-
est may reveal itself to you this month.  Be cautious
though.

Libra:  You see success at the end of the year because
everything flows together as if it were scripted.  Keep
track of details that others miss.  The leadership you pro-
vide will impress others and it may lead to a job offer.
Don’t question it.

Scorpio:  To get the most from your peers show how
much you love what they’re doing.  In addition, be clear
that it’s vital to submit work on time.  Missing deadline
will have major consequences, especially if you plan on
graduating on time.

Sagittarius:  Your luck increases as you share insight
with an older individual.  Experience really pays off in
the form of imaginative ways to use existing informa-
tion.  Check to make sure your goals are realistic and
have your best interests at heart.

Capricorn:  Your favorite person needs extra nurturing
today.  Provide both cozy, home-like conditions and pro-
fessional protocol.  Follow doctor’s orders.  A family
tragedy will bring everyone together, reminding you of
what is important in life.

Aquarius:  Accomplish as much as you can because your
energy level is at its highest.  Don’t feel you have to ac-
complish everything, but make sure you prioritize items.
Be available to answer questions.  Don’t lurk…it’s em-
barrassing.

Pisces:  Take a few extra minutes to understand the needs
of everyone in your group.  Someone will step up to help
you in a major way.  This is the worst time for romance
so avoid it at all cost.

     “Okay everyone…listen up.  That’s right…I’m talking to all those underclassmen.
Here it comes and you better stay on top of it before you don’t know what to do.
How’s that Senior Project coming?”
     When you enter the door the doors of a District 205 high school one of the main
expectations is that you complete a senior project.  In fact, it’s a graduation require-
ment so don’t think you can get out of doing it.
     As a freshman coming into high school you hear about all the things you have to
complete before you can stroll across the stage to get that coveted diploma.  Most high
school students look around and think, “This is a lot of stuff I have to complete just to
graduate and get the heck outta here!”  It’s right then that many feel the urge to throw
their hands up and give up.  But you know that realistically you’re going to have to do
everything that’s asked of you in order to earn that precious degree.
     One of the most important graduation requirements is having to complete a senior
project.  There are six steps to completing it successfully and then scoring well on
your presentation.
     The process begins the second semester of your freshman year and doesn’t finish
until you present to panel of judges your senior year.  That last year you have a feeling
of excitement, but also one of nervousness.  You don’t want to mess it up and spend
$200 in summer school for something that you had three-plus years to complete.

     Freshman Year:  During year one they hand you a contract that you and your
parent have to sign, letting them know that everyone is aware of what it is required of
the district.  You also have to complete a five-paragraph essay stating what it is you
think you may want to major in once you graduate high school and enter college.  You
type what it is you want to be, why you chose that career and what do you look to get
out of it.  Basically what motivates you to want to pursue a career in college and later
on in life.

     Sophomore Year:  You will take Speech I this year.  This class not only helps you
with senior project, but also with all the rest of your classes throughout your high
school career because you’ll have to do so many presentations in other classes.  If
you’re shy or nervous, afraid of talking in front of people, this class will give you
some confidence as well as teach you how to articulate when you speak.  At the end of
this class you are required to deliver a Career Speech in which you will detail and
research the your chosen profession.  Surprisingly you may find out that you may not
even want to go into what you originally chose.  Better now then when you’re paying
big bucks in college.

     Junior Year:  This year is the most challenging part of senior project because you
actually have to go out in to the business world and find a mentor that will allow you
to shadow them at work.  You’ll get a few tips and some hands-on experience, but best
of all you’ll get to spend time with a real business professional who tell you “the real
story” about their profession.  You have to log a total of at least 15 hours together that
have to be validated by your mentor.

     Senior Year:  Finally it’s time to put all the pieces together.  The last thing you’ll be
doing is giving your final presentation to a panel of judges.  You gather all of your
studies, information and experiences and coalesce them into a presentation that in-
cludes visual aids as well as a question and answer period.  In order to pass you have
to receive at least 18 points out of a possible 30.

     With all the things that are said about Senior Project you have to know that it isn’t
really hard as some students make it out to be.  Outside of the hours you spend with
your mentor you’re probably talking about 30 hours total over the course of four years.
That’s nothing!  Unless of course if you put in little effort, slack off, and/or put things
off until the last minute.  Trust me, if you do any of these it’ll show in your final
presentation.  But once you completed it you’ll feel so much better about it all.
     So when you hear about Senior Project, don’t give up, get irritated, or panic.  Ev-
erything that you’re doing in this process is worth something.  You’ll either find out
that you’ve made the right career choice or that you’ve saved yourself a lot of time not
pursuing one that wasn’t what you thought it would be.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Activity Calendar

“Let Me Hear Ya Falcons!”

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

MARCH
1-4 – National S.A.V.E. Week
2 – Late Start Day
4 – S.A.V.E. Non-Violence Rally Program
5 – Scholastic Bowl Invite at H-F
5 – I.H.S.A. Solo-Ensemble competition
7 – Pulaski Day – No School
7 – I.H.S.A. Scholastic Bowl Regional
8 – Chicago Balfour at TR (lunch periods)
9 – District 205 School Board Mtg. (TT)
11 & 12 – SouthWest Conference Drama Festival
16 – Late Start Day
16 – SWSC Choir Festival at LWE / Andrew
19 – I.H.S.A. Sectional Drama Trny. (at TR)
24 – Sophomore / Junior Parent Night  7 p.m.
25 & 26 – I.H.S.A. State Drama Trny.
26-4/3 – Spring Break – No School
26 – Market Day Pick-up  1:15 p.m.

APRIL
5 – National Honor Society Induction  7 p.m.
6 – Foreign Language Honor Society Induction
7 – SCOT Blood Drive
9 – Theater Guild Talent Show 7 p.m.
12 – Chicago Balfour at TR (lunch periods)
13 – Late Start Day
13 – District 205 School Board Mtg. (TT)
15 & 16 – I.H.S.A. Band Organizationals
18-22 – SCOT “Kiss a Senior Goodbye” Sale
21 – Spring Band Concert  7 p.m.
22 – Good Friday – No School
25 – 5/6 – TR Jammers Mother’s Day Flower Sale
26 & 27 – Prairie State Achievement Exam testing
– Juniors only
27 – Senior Honors Awards Night
30 – Market Day Pick-up 1:15 p.m
30 – SAVE “Stomp the Violence” Step Show

MAY
3 – Chicago Balfour at TR
4 – Late Start Day
4 – TR Poetry & History Renaissance
4-11 – Advanced Placement Exams

* 4 – AP Calculus AB (8 a.m.)
* 5 – AP English Literature  (8 a.m.)
* 6 – AP US History  (8 a.m.)
* 9 – AP Physics (noon)
* 10 – Chemistry (8 a.m.)
* 11 – AP English Language  (8 a.m.)

11 – District 205 School Board Mtg. (TW)
17 – Senior Cap & Gown Pick-Up
18 – Late Start Day
20 – Prom at Chateau Del Mar (Hickory Hills) 7
p.m. – 11:30 p.m.
20 – Last Day for Seniors
21 – Market Day Pick-Up 1:15 p.m.
23 & 24 – Final Exams for Seniors (by appt. only)
25, 26 & 27 – Underclass Exams
27 – Graduation Rehearsal  12:30 p.m.
27 – Jazz at the Ridge  7:30 p.m.
28 – Class of 2011 Graduation  10:30 a.m.
30 – Memorial Day – No School
31 – 2nd Term Ends / Make-Up Exams / Records
Day / Grades Due / Last Day of School

     Edward Cullen is a widely known name when it comes to vampires.  Not even
Dracula, who is the most well known vampire, is as famous as Edward.  What’s more
important is that the modern day stories heard about vampires are totally contradict-
ing to the old stories.  People aren’t scared of them anymore.  Now they just want to
marry them.
     Are they real?  What if they are real?  What are the differences between modern
day vamps vs. old school vampires?  These are probably a few of the frequently asked
questions that pop up when it comes to vampires.  The anonymity that surrounds them
makes us even more curious about them.
     Are vampires real?  This is a something that’s frequently discussed by people
around the world.  The answer is surprisingly, “yes.”  There are real vampires.  But
they aren’t what you think.  The term “real vampire” is a contradictive term.
     We have learned about vampires mostly through movies and books.  But these
vampires aren’t the blood sucking, garlic fearing vampires that we’ve come to know
about.  The story that vampires and werewolves are mortal enemies is just that, a
story.
     Real vampires are different from the myths and legends.  “Real vampires” are
actually human beings with certain oddities and heightened psychic abilities.  Vam-
pirism is not genetic or influenced by heredity and is actually acquired or developed
during the early stages of adulthood.  It could also be gained by individuals that are
greatly influenced by what the media shows vampires to be.  Some people are so
persuaded by vampirism that they get false incisor teeth, drink blood, and even sleep
in coffins to emulate the vampire experience.
     However, real vampires are different.  They don’t feed on blood from people or
even drink blood period.  They’re just lacking a kind of energy that they draw from
people around them.  They “feed” by drawing small amounts of  “life-force” from
individuals who are not deficient in this type of energy.
     Some other things that are said about vampires is that they’re scared of garlic and
crucifixes, they supernatural powers, they can’t be in the sunlight, they can’t see their
reflection, and they’re immortal.
     Real vampires are human and not ghosts or supernatural beings.  Therefore, garlic
or crucifixes will not scare them off.  Although, there is a possibility that you can find
someone whose digestive systems is intolerant to garlic.
     Vampires also do not have supernatural powers.  They’re just people with unusual
psychic abilities which can also be found in regular people.  Another thing is that they
do not die or burst into flames when in sunlight.  A few of them may be extremely
sensitive to sunlight that can cause a sunstroke or sunburn.
     Vampires can see their reflection in the mirror. Vampires could most likely lead a
longer life due to their good immune system, but they are definitely not immortal.
Besides, how can any human be immortal?
     While believing in vampires is an individual choice and up to what you believe,
until someone is proved authentic they will always be mythic “creatures of the night.”
Sleep well everyone!

Rising to the occasion the Falcon Varsity Cheerleaders gave it their all to finish in 8th
place at the Oak Forest Cheerleading Invitational on January 9th.
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Boys Basketball
Varsity: (7-14)
Galesburg Holiday Trny.
  TR 55 Collins 51
  TR 61  Urbana 48
  Moline 41  TR 28
  Galesburg 54  TR 41
TR 58  Rich Central 52
Crete 78  TR 55
TR 44  Bradley 41
Thornwood 66  TR 44
Thornton 58  TR 46
Pekin Holiday Trny.
  Plainfield East 55  TR 30
  TR 54  LaSalle-Peru 38
  TR 57  Normal West 51
 (Consolation Championship Game)
  Peoria Richwoods 42  TR 41
TR 61  Lincoln-Way North 49
Stagg 58  TR 40
Sandburg 45  TR 37
Andrew 51  TR 46
Lincoln-Way West 65  TR 61
Bradley 53  TR 50
Thornwood 56  TR 43
Lincoln-Way North 49  TR 41

Sophomore: (3-12)
Bremen Holiday Trny.
  St. Rita 52  TR 41
  Rich South 47  TR 39
  TR 68  Bremen 48
Rich Central 48  TR 16
TR 48  Crete 45
Bradley 45  Bradley 18
Thornwood 43  TR 34
Thornton 69  TR 42
Lincoln-Way North 48  TR 45
TR 51  Stagg 45
Andrew 55  TR 54
Lincoln-Way West 59  TR 51
Bradley 43  TR 35
Thornwood 46  TR 44
Lincoln-Way North 41  TR 36

Freshman “A”(5-15)
Crete Holiday Trny.

TR 43  Crete 39
Bolingbrook Trny.
  TR 49  Rich East 44
  TR 40  Oak Forest 30
  Bolingbrook 50  TR 39
Thornton Shootout
  Thornton 49  TR 41
  Thornwood 39  TR 32
Crete 45  TR 43
Bradley 44  TR 38
Thornwood 46  TR 45 (OT)
Rich Central 53  TR 44
Thornton 50  TR 35
Lincoln-Way North 23  TR 20
Stagg 52  TR 46
Sandburg 49  TR 30
Andrew 41  TR 30
TR 39  Lincoln-Way West 37
TR 41  Bradley 30
Thornwood 44  TR 41
Thornton 55  TR 41
Lincoln-Way North
Lincoln-Way West 41  TR 36

Freshman “B”(4-11)
Thornwood 33  TR 30
Crete 33  TR 31
Bradley 34  TR 32
Rich Central 56  TR 42
Thornton 46  TR 35
Crete 45  TR 43
Thornwood 33  TR 30
TR 42  Lincoln-Way North 25
Stagg 39  TR 30
TR 41  Andrew 36
TR 55  Lincoln-Way West 37
Bradley 34  TR 26
Thornwood 41  TR 39
Thornton 65  TR 39
TR 48  Lincoln-Way North 30

Girls Basketball
Varsity: (0-23)
Lincoln-Way Central Holiday Trny.
  Lincoln-Way Central 51  TR 34
  Plainfield North 46 TR 23
  Shepard 48 TR 45
Bradley 44  TR 38
Oak Lawn 54  TR 30
Thornwood 54  TR 49
Thornton 57  TR 32
Crete Holiday Trny.
  Bloom 47  TR 30
  Crete 44  TR 26
  T.F. South 53  TR 28
Morgan Park Academy 39  TR 37
Lincoln-Way North 64  TR 44
Stagg 56  TR 42
Andrew 60  TR 30
Lincoln-Way West 68  TR 39
Bradley 38  TR 34
Crete-Monee 55  TR 45
Thornwood 51  TR 25
Thornton 51  TR 29
Stagg 47  TR 23
Andrew 63  TR 39
Lincoln-Way West 53  TR 29
I.H.S.A. Regional:
  Stagg 47  TR 24

Sophomore: (0-22)
Lincoln-Way Central Holiday Trny.
  Lincoln-Way Central 51  TR 19
  Plainfield North 45  TR 14
  Shepard 31  TR 19
Bradley 39  TR 27
Oak Lawn 30  TR 9
Thornwood 38  TR 18
Thornton 42  TR 17
Lincoln-Way North 27  TR 20
Stagg 53  TR 15
Andrew 44  TR 15
Lincoln-Way West 47  TR 18
Bradley 28  TR 19
Crete-Monee 25  TR 23
Thornwood 37  TR 22
Thornton 40  TR 20
Stagg 41  TR 6
Andrew 39  TR 29
Lincoln-Way West 48  TR 13

Freshman: (0-18)
Lincoln-Way Central Holiday Trny.
  Lincoln-Way Central 25  TR 0
  Plainfield North 36  TR 16
  Joliet Central 38  TR 12
Bradley 34  TR 9
Oak Lawn 42  TR 8
Thornwood 15  TR 12
Thornton 41  TR 10
Lincoln-Way North 42  TR 14
Stagg 42  TR 14
Andrew 40  TR 11
Lincoln-Way West 42  TR 16
Bradley 34  TR 12
Crete-Monee 42  TR 18
Thornwood 32  TR 22
Thornton 60  TR 19

Lincoln-Way North
Stagg 38  TR 15
Andrew 41  TR 7
Lincoln-Way West 42  TR 16

Wrestling
Varsity: (0-7)
Lincoln-Way West 28  TR 0
Bradley 81  TR 0
Thornwood 72  TR 6
Thornton 57  TR 6
Andrew 51  TR 0
Lincoln-Way North 60  TR 12
Stagg 24  TR 3

JV: (0-2)
Eisenhower 66  TR 6
Crete 72  TR 0

Winter Sports Scoreboard

College:  University of Iowa
Major:  Sports Medicine
Athletics:  Football (running back), Track
(sprints & jumps)
Desired Profession:  Sports Medicine /
Personal Trainer
Why I chose the University of Iowa:
“The school is going to let me play as a
freshman next year.  They also have a great
academic reputation.”
Falcon Highlight:  “Winning the game
against Andrew High School.  I ran for 285
years, scored four touchdowns, and had 12
tackles.”
What I will accomplish in the next four
years:  “My goal is to earn my college de-
gree, break some school rushing records,
win the Heismann trophy, and play pro-
fessional football.”
*Mika’il is the son of Oliver & Alethia
McCall of Dolton

College:  Ball State University
Major:  Sports Administration
Athletics: Football (wide receiver & quar-
terback); Track (sprints & jumps)
Desired Profession:  Athletic & Personal
Trainer
Why I chose Ball State University:  “The
school has a great educational program and
has a good football program.  Hopefully I
can help the program be even more suc-
cessful.”
Falcon Highlight:  “The first 80-yard
touchdown to open the season to beat Rich
South 14-13.”
What I will accomplish in the next four
years:  “I will earn my degree and hope-
fully play in the N.F.L. or have a career in
sports administration with a pro team.”
*Jacolby is the son of Warren & Joy
Owens of South Holland

College:  Western Kentucky University
Major:  Education (Mathematics)
Athletics:  Football (wide receiver, tight-
end, linebacker), track, wrestling, baseball
Desired Profession:  Mathematics edu-
cator
Why I chose Western Kentucky Univer-
sity:  “I chose the school because they of-
fered me the best opportunity to continue
playing football while also earning my de-
gree.”
Falcon Highlight:  “During the 31-26
double-overtime win over Thornton when
I knocked their quarterback out of the
game.”
What I will accomplish in the next four
years:  “Earn an undergraduate degree,
then a masters degree, both with honors.”
*Dimitri is the son of Willie & Bertha
Ollie of Dolton.

Dimitri Johnson

Mika’il McCall

Jacolby Owens

Owens, McCall, Johnson
Sign College Letters of Intent

Though delayed for a couple of days by the “Blizzard of 2011” three Fal-
con football players signed letters of intent on National Letter of Intent Day
to continue their football careers next year in college.  Congratulations to
Jacolby Owens (Ball State University), Mika’il McCall (Univ. of Iowa),
and Dimitri Johnson (Western Kentucky Univ.).  Good luck toall!
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Spring Sports Schedule
MARCH

Baseball (Varsity)
26) At Bremen (DH) 10 a.m.
29) SETON 4:30 p.m.
31) At H-F 4:30 p.m.

Baseball (Frosh / Soph)
26) At Bremen 10 a.m.
31) H-F 4:30 p.m.

Softbal l (Varsity)
26) BREMEN (DH) 10 a.m.
31) At H-F 4:30 p.m.

Softball (Frosh / Soph)
26) At Bremen (DH) 10 a.m.

Boys Track
5) At Thornton 10 a.m.
12) At Thornwood SWSC Invite  10 a.m.
19) At Lockport 9 a.m.
23) At Thornwood (S) 4:30 p.m.
24) At Lincoln-Way West (V) 4 p.m.

Girls Track
5) At Bloom (V) 9 a.m.
11) At Thornton 5 p.m.
24) At Lincoln-Way West(V) 4 p.m.
29) STAGG 4:30 p.m.

APRIL

Baseball (Varsity)
2) At T.F. North 11 a.m.
5) LINCOLN WAY EAST 4:30 p.m.
6) At Kankakee 4:30 p.m.
7) At Lincoln-Way Central 4:30 p.m.
9) LAKEVIEW 11 a.m.
11) LOCKPORT 4:30 p.m.
13) BRADLEY 4:30 p.m.
15) At Bradley 4:30 p.m.
16) At Brooks 4:30 p.m.
19) At Thornwood 4:15 p.m.
21) THORNWOOD 4:15 p.m.
23) OAK LAWN (DH) 11 a.m.
25) THORNTON 4:30 p.m.
27) At Thornton 4:30 p.m.
29) At Lincoln-Way North 4:30 p.m.
30) BROOKS COLLEGE PREP  11 a.m.

Baseball (Frosh / Soph)
2) T.F. NORTH 11 a.m.
5) At Lincoln-Way East 4:30 p.m.
6) At Kankakee 4:30 p.m.
7) LINCOLN-WAY CENT,   4:30 p.m.
11) At Lockport 4:30 p.m.
13) At Bradley 4:30 p.m.
15) BRADLEY 4:30 p.m.
19) THORNWOOD 4:15 p.m.
21) At Thornwood 4:15 p.m.
23) At Oak Lawn 11 a.m.
25) At Thornton 4:30 p.m.
27) THORNTON 4:30 p.m.
29) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 4:20 p.m.

Softball (Varsity)
4) RICH CENTRAL 4:30 p.m.
5) At Lincoln-Way East 4:30 p.m.
7) LINCOLN-WAY CENT.  4:30 p.m.
11) At Lockport 4:30 p.m.
13) BRADLEY 4:30 p.m.
15) At Thornwood 4:15 p.m.
19) THORNTON 4:15 p.m.
21) At Lincoln-Way North 4:30 p.m.
25) At Stagg 4:30 p.m.
26) At T.F. North 4:30 p.m.
27) ANDREW 4:30 p.m.
29) At Lincoln-Way West 4:30 p.m.

Softball (Frosh / Soph)
4) At Rich Central 4:30 p.m.
4) L-W EAST (F) 4:30 p.m.
5) L-W EAST (S) 4:30 p.m.
7) At Lincoln-Way Central 4:30 p.m.
11) LOCKPORT 4:30 p.m.
13) At Bradley 4:30 p.m.
15) THORNWOOD 4:15 p.m.
19) At Thornton 4:15 p.m.
21) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 4:30 p.m.
25) STAGG 4:30 p.m.
26) T.F. NORTH 4:30 p.m.
27) At Andrew 4:30 p.m.
29) LINCOLN-WAY WEST 4:30 p.m.

Boys Track
5) ANDREW 4:30 p.m.
9) TR “BLUE SMOKE” 11 a.m.
12) At Thornton 4:30 p.m.
16) At Bartlett 9 a.m.
19) At TWD / LWN / LWW 4:30 p.m.
21) At Eisenhower Relays 4 p.m.
23) At Lockport (F/S) 10 a.m.
26) BRADLEY 4:30 p.m.

Girls Track
5) At Andrew 4:30 p.m.
7) At Stagg (S) 4:30 p.m.
9) At Lincoln-Way Central (V)  10 a.m.
12) THORNTON 4:15 p.m.
14) At Hillcrest (V) 4:15 p.m.
15) At Sandburg (S) 4:30 p.m.
19) THORNWOOD 4:30 p.m.
23) At Glenbard West 9:30 a.m.
26) At Bradley 4:30 p.m.
29) At Reavis (V) 4:30 p.m.

MAY

Baseball (Varsity)
2) BLOOM 4:30 p.m.
3) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 4:30 p.m.
5) At Stagg 4:30 p.m.
7) At Harlan (DH) 11 a.m.
9) STAGG 4:30 p.m.
11) ANDREW 4:30 p.m.
13) At Andrew 4:30 p.m.

Baseball (Frosh / Soph)
2) At Bloom 4:30 p.m.
3) At Lincoln-Way North 4:30 p.m.
5) STAGG 4:30 p.m.
9) At Stagg 4:30 p.m.
11) At Andrew 4:30 p.m.
13) ANDREW 4:30 p.m.

Softball (Varsity)
2) BLOOM 4:15 p.m.
3) At Bradley 4:30 p.m.
5) At Thornwood 4:15 p.m.
9) At Thornton 4:15 p.m.
11) LINCOLN-WAY NORTH 4:30 p.m.
13) STAGG 4:30 p.m.
17) At Andrew 4:30 p.m.
19) LINCOLN-WAY WEST 4:30 p.m.

Softball (Frosh / Soph)
2) At Bloom 4:15 p.m.
3) BRADLEY 4:30 p.m.
5) THORNWOOD 4:15 p.m.
9) THORNTON 4:15 p.m.
11) At Lincoln-Way North 4:30 p.m.
13) At Stagg 4:30 p.m.
17) ANDREW 4:30 p.m.
19) At Lincoln-Way West 4:30 p.m.

Boys Track
3) At Stagg 4:30 p.m.
6) At Lockport (V) 5 p.m.

Mock Trial Team Gears Up For Action

TR’s Mock Trial Team:  (front) Lydia Brown, Victoria Brown, Keyanna Turner, & Michael
Allen; (back) Scott Johnson (sponsor), Xavier McMillan, Ebony Ward, & Yewande Awoyemi;
(absent - Cierra Simmons, Taneka Bruce, Ronald Dyson)

Now in its second year Mock Trial is a club that allows students to experience the various compo-
nents of a legal trial.  This year’s case will be a criminal arson case.  Students will examine all the
case files, including witness affidavits, legal reports, and building diagrams.  The Mock Trial Team
started last year after the Sixth District Court of Cook County expressed interest in having a compe-
tition for students that attended schools in the area serviced by the court.  With months of prepara-
tion the team will be competing on February 26th against other area schools like Marian Catholic,
T.F. South, Thornwood, and Thornton.  The team is sponsored by Social Studies instructor Scott
Johnson.
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Winter Sports Teams Leave Falcon Faithful Feelin’ Blue

We Are TR!
Go Big Blue!!!
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